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Jaguars Reinforce Pass Rush: Hines-Allen
and Walker Focus on Strength

Explore the latest updates on Duval County&#039;s
Jacksonville Jaguars, focusing on their defensive strategy
and key player performances for the upcoming season.

Jacksonville, Duval County, Florida, USA - The Jacksonville
Jaguars are gearing up for a riveting NFL season with a
strengthened pass rush, largely thanks to the dynamic duo of
Josh Hines-Allen and Travon Walker. Both players are recognized
as top-tier pass rushers, boasting impressive stats from previous
seasons. Last year, Hines-Allen recorded 8 sacks and 67 QB
pressures, while Walker was not far behind with 10.5 sacks.
Enthusiasm runs high as these two look to reclaim their form
and build on that success.

As the Jaguars navigate the offseason, General Manager James
Gladstone has made strategic moves to bolster the defense. The
addition of veterans Emmanuel Ogbah and Dawuane Smoot
through free agency is a clear indication of his commitment to
enhancing the pass rush. SI.com reports that the team is
expected to roster five key players dedicated to pressuring
opposing quarterbacks:

Josh Hines-Allen
Travon Walker
Emmanuel Ogbah
Dawuane Smoot
Dennis Gardeck

A New Approach to Performance

https://www.si.com/nfl/jaguars/jacksonville-dawaune-smoot-josh-hines-allen-travon-walker-liam-coen


In recent seasons, performance has been a topic of discussion,
especially regarding the weight of players. Hines-Allen and
Walker have both navigated changes in personal weight that
they believe impacted their effectiveness in 2024. Hines-Allen,
who played at 285 pounds last year, observed a drop in his
performance metrics compared to his stellar 2023 campaign,
where he achieved 17.5 sacks and a 19.6% pressure rate. This
offseason, he has shed some pounds, aiming to return to form.

Walker, too, has made efforts to refine his body composition,
losing 3 pounds in the process. He aims for a historic
achievement this year: double-digit sacks for three consecutive
seasons, a feat that has yet to be accomplished in the
franchise’s history. ESPN highlights that despite minor
variations in their metrics, both players are eager to increase
their on-field presence, having felt the pinch of a rotation
system last year that limited their snap counts.

Looking Ahead

With Anthony Campanile now at the helm as defensive
coordinator, the philosophy seems to lean towards a faster,
more agile approach, as noted by former coordinator Ryan
Nielsen’s preference for bulkier players. The Jaguars are banking
on the strengths of their top pass rushers while integrating new
additions like Smoot, who returns to Jacksonville after a stint in
Buffalo to keep the opposition on their toes.

Ultimately, the Jaguars‘ success this season may hinge
significantly on the performance of Hines-Allen and Walker,
particularly as they navigate a combination of physical readiness
and strategy adjustment. With exciting times ahead, fans can
look forward to seeing how this potent mix of talent and
experience will play out on the field this upcoming season. The
stage is set, and it seems the Jaguars are ready to make a
statement.

https://www.espn.com/nfl/story/_/id/45466127/jaguars-pass-rush-josh-hines-allen-travon-walker
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