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JSO Appeals for Help in Identifying SUV
Linked to Arlington Fatality

The Jacksonville Sheriff&#039;s Office investigates fatal hit-
and-run incidents involving pedestrians; community

assistance sought.

Walgreens, Merrill Road, Jacksonville, Duval County, USA
- In a troubling twist of fate, Jacksonville’s streets have become
the focus of two separate investigations related to hit-and-run
incidents that highlight ongoing concerns about pedestrian
safety in our city. The Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office (JSO) is
actively exploring these cases, hoping to gather information and
prevent further tragedies.

The first case involves the death of 40-year-old Brandon
Venegas, who tragically lost his life on May 26. Venegas was
discovered unresponsive in the back parking lot of a Walgreens
near the intersection of Merrill Road and Townsend Boulevard.
According to JSO, he was run over by a vehicle. This past



Monday, detectives released surveillance footage of a white mid-
sized SUV, believed to be connected to the deadly incident. At
this point, no license plate information has been made available,
and JSO is urging anyone with knowledge of the vehicle to come
forward and contact them at 904-630-0500 (news4jax.com).

Community’s Role in Investigations

In a separate incident that occurred on June 16, a man in his 50s
was crossing the street on an electric scooter when he was
struck by a Ford truck on Moncrief Road West and Richardson
Road. The impact was severe, causing the man to be thrown
into southbound traffic, where he was hit again by a white SUV
that left the scene. The JSO has released images of the driver,
described as a black man in his 50s, and is requesting the
public’s help in identifying him. This unfortunate victim was later
taken to the hospital but succumbed to his injuries, although his
identity is not yet disclosed (yahoo.com).

JSO has expressed gratitude toward the community and media
for their assistance in both cases, emphasizing the importance
of collective efforts in resolving such incidents. With both
investigations ongoing, detectives are working closely with the
State Attorney’s Office to gather more information.

Understanding the Bigger Picture

The grim reality is that pedestrian safety remains a critical issue
across the United States. In 2022, more than 8,000 pedestrians
were killed in motor vehicle crashes, which translates to an
average of one death every 64 minutes. Shockingly, pedestrians
accounted for one in five crash fatalities that year (cdc.gov).
High-capacity urban roads, where speed limits range from 45 to
55 mph, are particularly dangerous, and vehicles like SUVs pose
a greater risk due to their size and weight.

In both Jacksonville incidents, key risk factors such as speed and
the nature of the vehicles involved highlight the urgent need for
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improved pedestrian safety measures. Special attention must be
given to areas with dense commercial activity and large traffic
flows—places where the risks amplify, and pedestrian fatalities
are all too common.

As our community grapples with these heart-wrenching events,
the call to action remains clear: it is crucial for all of us to ensure
the safety of our streets. Together, we must advocate for better
road planning, stronger traffic laws, and community awareness
to protect our most vulnerable road users. Every life lost is a
stark reminder that pedestrian safety is not just a statistic but a
tragedy that impacts families and communities.
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