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Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties Await
Vital $21M Funding Decision

Escambia County secures over $21 million in budget
appropriations for local projects, pending Governor
DeSantis&#039; review.

Pensacola, Florida, USA - The legislative session in Florida
has buzzed with activity as local projects await the governor’s
green light. As of June 28, 2025, the state legislature has
approved an impressive $21,174,400 for various projects in
Escambia and Santa Rosa counties, covering essential
community needs from veterans’ services to environmental
restoration. However, these funds hinge on Governor Ron
DeSantis’s decision, as he reviews a sprawling $115 billion
budget that may see him axing at least $500 million before its
official rollout on July 1.

Among the projects earmarked for funding, PNJ highlights a
variety of initiatives that could significantly boost local facilities


https://www.pnj.com/story/news/local/escambia-county/2025/06/28/escambia-santa-rosa-funding-in-florida-budget-if-no-veto/84375591007/

and community services. In Pensacola alone, notable allocations
include:

e The Arc Gateway Pearl Nelson Center: $400,000

e OnBikes Pensacola: $62,500

e Family Arts Education Expansion at Pensacola Little
Theatre: $646,000

e The Blue Angels Foundation for Critical Veteran’s
Services: $1,500,000

When combined, these projects contribute to a total of
$2,808,500 specifically for Pensacola. The funding extends
further into Escambia County with over $11 million set aside for
improvements such as:

e ECUA Compost Improvements: $1,000,000

e Pensacola and Perdido Bays Estuary Program: $975,000

e University of West Florida’s initiatives totaling over $4
million

In Santa Rosa, projects also found their place in the budget, with
$7,241,000 allocated for critical infrastructure, including
stormwater pond expansions and research initiatives in
regenerative medicine.

Political Landscape

Yet, not all local aspirations may find fulfillment. State budget
iIssues continue to loom large, with representatives like Alex
Andrade voicing concerns that many of his proposed projects
may fall victim to governor’s vetoes. Tensions are palpable,
especially as Andrade and fellow legislator Michelle Salzman
navigate public disputes with DeSantis. The climate raises
questions about the future of funding, especially with major
projects, such as a $1.5 million allocation for Pensacola Beach
improvements, already on the cutting room floor.

Adding to the complexity, there’s ongoing dialogue about



improving crime-fighting strategies in the area, particularly
through initiatives like the ShotSpotter program. While funding
for this might see cuts, Andrade has expressed determination to
push for an additional $350,000 in next year’s budget cycle to
ensure its continuation.

Impact on Arts Funding

The arts community is grappling with a similar fate, as funding
for cultural projects has seen sharp reductions. The roughly $39
million allocated for arts organizations this year will be spread
among a mere 184 institutions, a stark contrast to the previous
year’s support. Notably, six local entities, such as the Greater
Pensacola Symphony Orchestra and Pensacola Little Theatre,
are among those securing funds, as detailed in The Eagle’s
Wire. However, with funding not as robust as before, many
organizations are increasingly relying on private donations to
sustain their operations, shifting the landscape of support.

As the clock ticks down to the budget signing, local leaders must
prepare for the final outcomes, with both opportunities and
challenges on the horizon. The fate of their aspirations rests
firmly in the hands of the governor, reminding everyone
involved just how intertwined politics can be with community
welfare. With such considerable stakes involved, officials are
keenly watching how decisions unfold in Tallahassee, hopeful
that their projects will not only survive but thrive in the face of
adversity.
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