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Escambia County&#039;s ICE Agreement
Sparks Outcry Amid Public Safety Fears

Escambia County faced public protests as officials ratified

an ICE agreement for immigration enforcement amid
community safety concerns.
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Escambia County, Florida, USA - Escambia County finds itself
under the spotlight as the Board of County Commissioners has
ratified an updated agreement with U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE) to enforce immigration laws. This
controversial decision, made despite vocal opposition from the
public, passed with a close 3-2 vote. More than a dozen
speakers took to the podium to voice their disapproval, arguing
that this partnership supports an unjust and harmful system that
will not only impact individuals but the entire community,
fostering fear among residents.

The agreement is intended to enhance public safety by allowing
ICE to delegate certain immigration enforcement functions to



trained personnel in the Escambia County Corrections
Department. Chief William Powell stated that this modification of
an existing agreement aims to improve efficiency in serving
warrants. However, critics have raised alarms about the
potential violation of constitutional rights and the chilling effect
this could have on trust within the community.

Concerns Over Public Safety

Commissioner Lumon May, one of the dissenting voices,
emphasized the importance of standing up for those without a
voice, indicating that the agreement may disproportionately
affect vulnerable populations. In contrast, Commissioner Steve
Stroberger supported the measure, focusing on concerns over
undocumented immigrants charged with crimes. The motion to
approve the addendum was initially brought forth by Stroberger
and seconded by Ashlee Hofberger, leading to a decision that
many view with trepidation.

Local immigration enforcement practices have intensified across
Florida, particularly under the administration of Governor Ron
DeSantis. According to CBS News, many family members and
advocates are increasingly worried that individuals could simply
»disappear® into the county jail systems, raising fundamental
questions about transparency and accessibility of information
regarding detainees. Miami-Dade officials have promised
accountability, yet there are fears that agreements like this
could restrict public access to vital information about those in
detention.

The Broader Context of Enforcement

Florida has seen a significant uptick in local law enforcement
agencies cooperating with federal immigration enforcement. In
early June 2025, ICE recorded over 514 new 287(g) agreements,
bringing the total partnerships nationwide to 649 active
agreements. These agreements allow local police to enforce
federal immigration laws through various models, including Task



Force operations, Jail Enforcement, and Warrant Service. This
expansion, spearheaded by the previous administration, has
resulted in thousands of arrests, simultaneously raising concerns
about civil rights and community trust.

Critics argue that these practices not only lead to racial profiling
but also create an environment where immigrants—regardless
of their legal status—are fearful of interacting with police or
seeking essential services. This has led to a growing divide
between law enforcement and immigrant communities, where
even lawful residents hesitate to report crimes or seek help due
to fear of deportation.

Local advocacy has sought to address these growing concerns.
Representative Maxwell Frost has even introduced legislation
aimed at increasing transparency by requiring ICE facilities to
publicly report on detainee information, a move that seeks to
defend the rights of vulnerable populations caught in the
crosshairs of immigration policy.

As community members and officials alike continue to grapple
with the implications of these enforcement policies, one thing is
clear: ensuring both safety and justice remains an intricate
balancing act fraught with challenges. As Escambia County
navigates this controversial partnership, the ongoing dialogue
between residents, law enforcement, and local government will
be pivotal in shaping the future of immigration enforcement in
the region.
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