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Explore Exciting School Choice Options
in Escambia County Today!

Explore Escambia County&#039;s School Choice options
for 2026-2027, including enrollment details, the annual

Expo, and resources for families.

30 E. Texar Drive, Pensacola, FL, USA - In the heart of
Escambia County, public school enrollment is a multifaceted
journey designed to serve families diversely and effectively. As
noted by Christopher McFarland, who has dedicated 16 years to
the Office of Enrollment Services, the office is a vital resource
for parents. It helps enroll students in 57 local public schools,
catering not only to new and transfer students but also to those
with disabilities and homeschoolers. This nurturing approach
signifies a commitment to inclusivity within the district.

The Office of Enrollment Services is responsible for overseeing
School Choice options and Family Empowerment Scholarships,
making it easier for families to navigate the enrollment process.
Families can choose from residentially zoned public schools or
explore options available through Controlled Open Enrollment or
School Choice. Parents often express their delight in having a
say in their child’s education, and it’s no surprise that
approximately 37% of students in Escambia County are actively
participating in School Choice.

Annual Expo and Application Windows

To facilitate these choices, the district hosts a School Choice
Expo annually around late October or early November from 5 to
7 p.m. at Booker T. Washington High School. This popular event



invites families to discover various middle and high schools,
highlight their unique programs, and learn more about the
options available. The excitement is palpable, and families are
encouraged to carve out time in their calendars for this
informative gathering.

The timeline for enrolling in these diverse programs is crucial.
For middle and high school students eyeing the 2026-2027
school year, the first application window runs from October 27 to
December 5, 2025. Parents are able to select three school
choices, provided the schools are not at capacity, with the
eligible school list refreshed quarterly based on enrollment data.

Elementary school applications for grades K-5 and K-6
will have a spring window from January 26 to March 6,
2026.
The summer application window for all pre-K and K-12
enrollment starts the last Friday in March and continues
through June 30, requiring a paper application.

It’s important to note that attempts at enrollment are not one-
size-fits-all. Families living outside certain attendance zones in
Escambia County must fill out an online Out-of-District or Zone
Variance Form to enroll, as detailed on the Escambia County
Schools website. The process can take longer during summer
months, so families are encouraged to plan ahead.

Career Academies and Magnet Schools

Not just limited to traditional options, the district also offers
specialized programs through the Office of Workforce Education,
which manages middle and high school Career Academies. Early
applicants to these programs tend to have a better shot at
acceptance, a sorting strategy that encourages families to act
quickly.

Magnet Schools, such as N.B. Cook Elementary and West Florida
High School, foster interest for those looking for specific
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educational tracks. However, they have unique application
periods and enrollment is restricted to Escambia County
residents, underscoring another important detail for families
seeking targeted programs.

Overall, the breadth of options presented to families in Escambia
County signifies the district’s commitment to meeting diverse
student needs. Whether navigating School Choice applications
or exploring Career Academies, parents can trust that the Office
of Enrollment Services is dedicated to providing the necessary
resources and support.

For those interested in starting the enrollment process, the
Office of Enrollment Services is located at 30 E. Texar Drive and
can be reached at 850-469-5580. With the myriad of choices
available, there’s truly something for every student looking to
make their mark.
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