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Local Voices Rally Against  Gulf of
America  Name Change Conspiracy!

Escambia County debates renaming the Gulf of Mexico to
&quot;Gulf of America,&quot; sparking public discourse on

priorities and expenses.

Escambia County, Florida, USA - The recent decision by the
Escambia County Commission to rename the Gulf of Mexico to
the „Gulf of America“ marks another chapter in a long-standing
controversy surrounding the body of water’s name. A narrow 3
to 2 vote passed during a spirited public hearing has stirred up a
great deal of debate. Many residents weighed in on the
implications of this change, urging the commission to focus on
more pressing local issues instead.

Commissioners Ashlee Hofberger, Steve Stroberger, and
Chairman Mike Kohler backed the name change, citing the new
alignment with Senate Bill 608, which requires the use of „Gulf
of America“ in future county ordinances. Opposing



commissioners Lumon May and Steven Barry argued it was an
unnecessary shift, politically motivated, and fraught with
potential costs for local administration. Resident Kristy Rosen
voiced concerns that this name change detracts from genuine
local issues and might also lead to fiscal burdens for county
agencies, a point echoed by Derrick Scott, chair of the Escambia
County Democratic Party, who criticized the move as
disconnected from reality.

The Historical Context

To understand the significance of this change, one must
consider the historical backdrop. The Gulf of Mexico has borne
its name since the 1550s, drawn from the Nahuatl term
„Mexica.“ This naming has become internationally recognized,
being utilized by numerous regulatory bodies, including the
International Hydrographic Organization. The Gulf is not just a
geographic feature; it embodies history, culture, and the identity
of the region, a sentiment expressed compellingly in a recent
letter to the editor in the Pensacola News Journal.

The notion to rename the Gulf was brought into the spotlight
when President-elect Donald Trump announced plans to make
the change official in January 2025. Following the signing of
Executive Order 14172, directives went out for federal agencies
to adopt the new name. Yet, polling has shown that a significant
majority of Americans oppose this name alteration. As of
February 2025, around 72% of registered voters favored
keeping the original name, raising questions about the
motivations behind it. This sentiment was largely echoed during
the public hearings in Escambia County, where residents pushed
back against what many perceive as a superficial alteration that
sidesteps more urgent local matters.

Broader Implications

This debate extends beyond local governance and delves into
wider implications for American identity and politics. Critics of

https://www.pnj.com/story/opinion/letters/2025/07/15/escambia-county-shouldnt-focus-on-renaming-bodies-of-water-letters/85190283007/


the name change have pointed out that the focus should instead
be on pressing issues like flooding, infrastructure, and housing
rather than on renaming bodies of water. There’s certainly
something to be said for prioritizing challenges that directly
impact the lives of Floridians.

As this controversy unfolds, it’s critical to remember that
American citizenship, tied closely with allegiance and identity, is
not merely about geography. The decisions we make concerning
naming and representation reflect our values and priorities as a
society. While some believe that renaming the Gulf reflects an
„America First“ attitude, others recognize the risks of alienating
communities that view this move as a dismissal of historical
significance.

All in all, as Escambia County steps into this new chapter with
the Gulf of America, the implications stretch far beyond mere
semantics. There’s a profound conversation to be had about
identity, legacy, and what truly matters in a rapidly changing
world.
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