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Man Hides in Pond After Fleeing Cops,
Faces Domestic Violence Charges

Cody Gaines, pursued by Escambia County deputies for
domestic violence, was arrested after fleeing and hiding in

a pond.

Escambia County, Florida, USA - In a dramatic turn of events,
Cody Gaines was arrested by the Escambia County Sheriff’s
Office following a chaotic encounter with law enforcement that
unfolded on June 5. Gaines was wanted for serious charges,
including false imprisonment, battery by strangulation, felony
battery, and domestic violence. Body camera footage tells the
harrowing story of his flight from deputies, where he was seen
dashing across a busy street, only to be struck by a gray SUV.
Miraculously, Gaines managed to continue his escape, leading a
K-9 unit and deputies on a search until they found him hiding in
a nearby pond. Following his capture, he was taken to a hospital
for treatment of his injuries and subsequently booked on several
charges related to domestic violence (CBS12 reports).

https://cbs12.com/news/local/man-accused-of-fleeing-law-enforcement-hiding-in-pond-wanted-for-false-imprisonment-battery-by-strangulation-felony-battery-domestic-violence-florida-june-9-2025


The situation surrounding Gaines highlights a troubling pattern
in domestic violence cases across Florida, a statistic not lost on
local advocates. In 2020 alone, there were 106,515 reported
incidents of domestic violence in the state, resulting in the
arrest of 63,217 individuals. Despite these staggering figures,
many victims remain silent. Statistics show that fear, shame,
and manipulation by abusers deter survivors from seeking help
and reporting abuse. Many don’t utilize available resources,
leading to an underreporting of the actual prevalence of such
crimes (My Florida Families reveals).

A Framework for Understanding Domestic
Violence

Beyond the immediate incidents like those involving Gaines are
broader implications for public health and community safety.
Data from FLHealthCHARTS reveals that understanding these
incidents necessitates an examination not just of individual
cases, but also the contextual influences within communities.
This data source, provided by the Florida Department of Law
Enforcement, informs on various health and safety metrics as
they relate to domestic violence, indicating that certain areas
face more considerable challenges than others. For those with
historical trends tracked over a decade, it’s clear that
Commissioner’s actions urgently need to address these
disparities in safety and crime rates across counties
(FLHealthCHARTS.gov details).

This latest incident not only sheds light on the ongoing battle
against domestic violence but also emphasizes the need for
community awareness and support systems. Each year, certified
domestic violence centers in Florida provide hundreds of
thousands of nights of emergency shelter and safety plans to
survivors, representing a crucial lifeline. In the past fiscal year
alone, these centers facilitated 412,360 nights of shelter to over
10,000 survivors and their children, highlighting the pressing
need for continued support and awareness of these issues.

https://www.myflfamilies.com/services/abuse/domestic-violence/resources/domestic-violence-statistics
https://www.flhealthcharts.gov/ChartsDashboards/rdPage.aspx?cid=312&rdReport=NonVitalIndNoGrp.TenYrsRpt


The story of Cody Gaines isn’t just a matter of legal ramifications
following a flight from law enforcement; it echoes the stories of
countless individuals affected by domestic violence. It’s a
reminder that while many of these crimes are reported, a vast
number remain hidden, often due to fear. As we learn more
about these events, it is critical for our community to engage in
open discussions about domestic violence and support those
impacted. There’s something to be said for providing a safe
space and resources to those who need them the most.
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