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Pensacola Mother Charged with DUI
Manslaughter in Tragic Infant Death

A Pensacola woman faces DUI manslaughter charges after
a fatal crash in Escambia County, raising concerns about

impaired driving.

West Jackson Street, Escambia County, Florida, USA - A
tragic incident has unfolded in Pensacola, where Mi’Chaela
Aaliyah Thomas was arrested for DUI manslaughter following a
crash that claimed the life of a 2-month-old infant. This
heartbreaking event took place on June 24, 2024, after an active
warrant was issued related to the crash on April 23, 2024, in
Escambia County. The Florida Highway Patrol (FHP) reports that
Thomas was driving her Hyundai Elantra when the unfortunate
collision occurred.

Details surrounding the crash reveal that a 21-year-old woman
was backing out of a driveway on West Jackson Street when
Thomas’ vehicle struck the passenger side of her car.



Fortunately, both the 21-year-old and Thomas, alongside her
passenger, only sustained minor injuries and were transported
to a hospital. Sadly, Thomas‘ 2-month-old daughter, who was in
the vehicle at the time, suffered critical injuries and later passed
away.

The Charges and What Lies Ahead

The investigation by the FHP confirmed that Thomas was
intoxicated during the crash. As a result, she has been charged
with DUI Manslaughter, Aggravated Manslaughter of a Child, and
Contributing to the Delinquency of a Minor. Currently, she is
being held at the Escambia County Jail without bond, awaiting a
bond hearing. This incident serves as a grim reminder of the
consequences associated with impaired driving, an issue that
Florida is grappling with on many levels.

According to data, Florida has ranked 34th among U.S. states
regarding drunk driving dangers. In 2024, there were 5.09 drunk
drivers per 100,000 licensed drivers involved in fatal DUI
accidents in the state. Alarmingly, this figure exceeds the
national average for alcohol-impaired fatalities. Notably, in
2019, Florida experienced 814 traffic fatalities related to alcohol,
comprising approximately 26.7% of all traffic deaths in that
year. In 2023 alone, alcohol-related crashes resulted in 2,117
fatalities with drivers having different levels of Blood Alcohol
Concentration (BAC), thereby underscoring the severe impact of
impaired driving on Florida roads. As highlighted by Olympic
Behavioral Health, contributing factors for the declining DUI
cases have included increased rideshare use and educational
initiatives aimed at promoting safe driving.

The Harsh Reality of DUI Incidents

Despite the downward trend in DUI cases between 2012 and
2017—from 53,664 to 43,899—Florida continues to grapple with
the implications of drunk driving. In 2018, there were 5,106
alcohol-related crashes, resulting in numerous fatalities and over



32,000 DUI arrests. The statistics reveal a troubling picture of
Florida’s road safety, particularly in Escambia County, where
18.6% of high school students reported riding with an alcohol-
impaired driver.

Meanwhile, the state’s DUI fatality rates show that young males
face significantly higher risks; for males, the rate stands at 5.9
per 100,000, while for females, it is 1.8 per 100,000. Notably,
the most pronounced incidence of DUI deaths occurs in the
25-29 age demographic, an alarming statistic that calls for
continued public safety initiatives and legislative reforms.

Alcohol takes a toll on brain functions pivotal for safe
driving—impairing judgment, coordination, and reaction times.
With Florida’s laws stating that a BAC of 0.08 g/dL is considered
legally impaired, drivers exceeding this limit are twelve times
more likely to be involved in a crash, as noted by the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration. It’s crucial for all drivers
to remain aware of their limitations and understand that even
small amounts of alcohol can lead to serious consequences.

The incident involving Thomas and the tragic loss of her infant
daughter is a stark reminder of the real and devastating impact
of impaired driving. With friendships, families, and lives at stake,
Floridians must remain vigilant and educated about the dangers
of drunk driving.
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