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Wawa Expands in Northwest Florida:
New Stores on the Horizon!

Wawa expands in Escambia County with three new stores
planned by 2025, amidst ongoing developments in Santa

Rosa County.

8550 N. Davis Highway, Pensacola, Escambia County,
Florida, USA - Wawa is making a notable push into Northwest
Florida, with plans sprouting up in Santa Rosa County. As of June
9, 2025, the company has submitted updated plans for a new
store in East Milton, projected to be open by the end of the year.
This move is part of a larger initiative that has been in motion
for over two years, with Wawa looking to establish itself firmly in
the region.

The company is not stopping at just one location; there are
three additional stores in development within Escambia County,
while plans to establish four locations in Santa Rosa County are
also on the table. However, the journey has not been without



bumps. Efforts to clear the path for Wawa in Santa Rosa have
encountered delays, with no store approvals yet. The local
community is especially concerned about potential traffic
congestion stemming from the proposed East Milton store.

Facing the Community

Residents have voiced their worries regarding how the new store
might impact road capacity in the area. In response, Wawa has
updated its proposal, taking a proactive approach by removing
one access driveway onto Red Brick Road. This adjustment
indicates that the company is tuned in to community feedback,
showing a willingness to address concerns head-on.

The proposed location for this convenience store will include not
just the store itself but also a fuel canopy and accompanying
fuel pumps. Plans reveal a well-thought-out design featuring
underground storage tanks, a dumpster pad, and a parking lot
with smooth drive aisles, making it convenient for local drivers.
The development will also benefit from essential infrastructure
improvements, including sidewalks and stormwater
management systems, making the area more accessible and
attractive.

In terms of further developments, this East Milton store is one of
several Wawa establishments in the pipeline. According to PNJ,
the proposed locations in Santa Rosa County also include a site
in Pace and two others in Navarre. This marks a significant
expansion plan with the goal of building up to 40 stores between
Mobile and Tallahassee by early 2030. Should these locations
receive the green light, Wawa would have a total of nine stores
shared between Escambia and Santa Rosa counties.

Roads and Traffic Considerations

While Wawa aims to enhance retail options, the surrounding
infrastructure is a hot topic. For those keeping an eye on road
conditions in the area, the Santa Rosa County Traffic Map

https://www.pnj.com/story/news/local/2025/06/09/wawa-pensacola-escambia-santa-rosa-county-plans-in-flux/83155627007/


provides real-time updates. Residents can view color-coded
traffic flow lines, helping them navigate potential congestion or
road works. The map indicates road conditions with red lines
signifying heavy traffic and green lines suggesting normal flow,
which is essential as new businesses enter the scene.

As developments unfold, local citizens may want to monitor how
the additional traffic from these new stores might affect their
daily commutes and community life. Traffic overlays indicate
areas to watch for construction or possible road closures, which
can also be a source of frustration but is crucial for planned
growth.

With Wawa’s expansion into Santa Rosa County looking
increasingly likely, it will be essential for the community and
developers to collaborate to maintain a balance between
development and daily life. Questions remain: Will the new
stores bring the convenience desired without overwhelming
local roads? Time will tell, but there’s certainly something
exciting brewing in the East Milton area.

As Wawa continues down this path, their careful consideration of
feedback and infrastructure planning will be key to forging a
successful relationship with the communities they aim to serve.
With a community-oriented approach and practical
developments, could Wawa become a cherished part of life in
Santa Rosa County?
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