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FSU Launches Pioneering First
Amendment Clinic to Protect Your

Rights!
Florida State University&#039;s College of Law launches
the state&#039;s first First Amendment Clinic, providing

pro bono legal aid and advocacy skills.

Franklin County, Florida, USA - Florida State University’s
College of Law is stepping into the spotlight with the launch of a
groundbreaking First Amendment Clinic, set to begin operations
later this academic year. This initiative marks the first of its kind
in the state of Florida, designed to provide pro bono legal
representation to individuals and organizations across the nation
whose First Amendment rights face potential infringements.
FSU reports that… The clinic’s services will encompass a
broad array of First Amendment concerns, from free speech and
religious liberty to the freedom of association and assembly, and
even the freedom of the press.

https://news.fsu.edu/news/business-law-policy/2025/07/16/fsu-college-of-law-launches-first-amendment-clinic/


Leading the charge is Professor Denise M. Harle, a partner at
Shutts & Bowen LLP and a well-respected expert in
constitutional law. With a rich background that includes roles as
senior counsel at Alliance Defending Freedom and as deputy
solicitor general in the Florida Attorney General’s Office, Harle
brings a wealth of experience to the table. Under her guidance,
law students will work on real cases, getting a hands-on
education in conducting interviews, developing strategies,
drafting court documents, and even appearing in court.

Educational Impact

The clinic will not only focus on practical experience; it will also
feature a weekly seminar dedicated to First Amendment law and
advocacy skills. This will include engaging discussions on the
societal and ethical implications of the cases at hand, ensuring
that students not only learn the law but also appreciate the
broader consequences of legal actions. Additionally, public
engagement events centered around civil liberties and
constitutional issues will provide a platform for community
involvement.

At its core, the First Amendment protects vital civil liberties by
forbidding Congress from making laws that establish any
religion, abridge free speech, limit press freedoms, or hinder the
rights of the public to assemble and petition the government. As
outlined by the Walters Law Group, these protections are
essential in maintaining the balance between individual rights
and government power. However, it’s important to note that the
Amendment applies primarily to government actions and not to
private individuals or corporations, which sometimes leads to
misunderstandings about free speech—a topic certainly relevant
in today’s climate. Walters Law Group highlights that…

Understanding „Fighting Words“

An interesting aspect of First Amendment law is the concept of
„fighting words.“ These are defined as words that incite

https://www.firstamendment.com/first-amendment-attorney/


violence, which the U.S. Supreme Court has ruled may not
receive protection under the First Amendment. This was first
articulated in the case of Chaplinsky v. New Hampshire (1942),
where the Court recognized that such words inflict injury or
provoke an immediate breach of the peace, thus prioritizing the
interest of public order over individual expression. Cornell Law
School elaborates that… Over the years, the definitions and
constraints around fighting words have evolved, with later
rulings specifying that words causing a „clear and present
danger“ can be deemed unprotected, whereas those that merely
invite dispute are generally protected.

This ongoing dialogue surrounding what constitutes protected
speech versus what can be legally restricted is crucial,
especially in a world where expressions—from public protests to
social media posts—are constantly scrutinized. As the First
Amendment Clinic prepares to launch, it will be positioned at the
intersection of these pressing national debates, ready to defend
the rights that are foundational to American democracy.

For further information about the clinic and its initiatives, the
public is encouraged to visit law.fsu.edu/first-amendment-
clinic.
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