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Local Residents Rally to Support
&#039;Kill the Drill&#039; Bill in

Apalachicola
Residents rally for the “kill the drill bill” in Franklin County
to protect the Apalachicola River from oil drilling threats.

Boca Raton, FL, USA - In a compelling display of community
solidarity, over a hundred residents gathered at the Apalachicola
Yacht Club on June 17, 2025, to rally for House Bill 1143,
affectionately dubbed the “kill the drill bill.” This legislation aims
to put a halt to oil exploration and drilling near the vital
Apalachicola River, an area known for its rich natural resources
and ecosystems. The attendees, comprising families, small
business owners, oyster farmers, and fishing guides, voiced their
strong support for measures needed to protect their way of life
and local jobs, as reported by the Boca Raton Tribune.

Among the notable speakers was Governor Ron DeSantis, whose

https://www.bocaratontribune.com/bocaratonnews/2025/06/a-rally-cry-to-kill-the-drill-in-apalachicola/


backing is seen as pivotal in the bill’s success. Attendees
expressed confidence in the Governor to support their interests,
with Franklin County Commissioner Ottice Amison urging him to
finalize the legislation. Adrianne Johnson, Executive Director of
the Florida Shellfish Aquaculture Association, reinforced the bill’s
importance, emphasizing its critical role in safeguarding both
water quality and local jobs.

Legislative Background and Community
Impact

As the rally highlighted, the legislative journey to protect the
area has gained significant momentum. Florida legislators had
previously passed a bill banning oil drilling within 10 miles of the
Apalachicola National Estuarine Research Reserve to guard the
local ecosystem and the shellfish industry. This bill awaits
Governor DeSantis‘ signature, along with the renewal of the
area’s ‘opportunity zone’ designation to maintain its protective
status against drilling, according to the Tallahassee.com.

The Apalachicola River is crucial for economic activities in
Calhoun, Franklin, and Gulf counties, which have been
historically economically challenged. The passage of this
legislation is celebrated as a vital victory for environmental
advocates who have spent years battling the threats posed by
potential drilling operations. It covers around the last 52 miles of
the river and is critical, especially since various drilling sites
have been pinpointed within close proximity to the riverbanks.

Protecting the Ecological Heritage

At the heart of these discussions is the recent decision by the
Florida Department of Environmental Protection to deny a
permit for oil drilling proposed by Clearwater Land and Minerals.
This permit, which aimed to establish an exploratory well in
Calhoun County, faced strong opposition from local
environmentalists, notably the Apalachicola Riverkeeper, who

https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/local/state/2025/05/01/desantis-will-decide-fate-of-oil-drilling-ban-along-apalachicola-river/83388481007/


argued the risks to the river’s fragile ecosystem were too great,
as covered by Tampa Bay Times.

Administrative Law Judge Lawrence P. Stevenson had previously
recommended rejecting the permit, stating the drilling site was
particularly vulnerable to catastrophic spills affecting sensitive
environmental areas. This sentiment echoes a broader concern
among lawmakers about the potential dangers to the oyster
industry and the local environment stemming from oil drilling
activities.

As community leaders and environmentalists rally together for
the future of the Apalachicola region, a united front remains
firmly in place against the threat of drilling. With the fate of HB
1143 resting in the Governor’s hands, the coming days are
pivotal for deciding not only the protection of local jobs but also
the preservation of Florida’s rich ecological heritage. Residents
expect decisive action that reflects their commitment to
safeguarding their land and resources for future generations.
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