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FAMU&#039;s Marching 100 Gets $50K
Boost Amidst Budget Concerns!

FAMU’s Marching 100 receives a $50,000 donation to
alleviate financial burdens, amid budget concerns for the

upcoming fiscal year.

Gadsden County, USA - In an uplifting move for the FAMU
Marching 100, alumna Sharon Lettman-Hicks has generously
donated $50,000 to support the band as part of the Beyond the
Uniform: 100 for 100 campaign at Florida A&M University. This
initiative aims to raise an impressive $900,000 each year to
ease the financial strain on scholar-musicians. With these funds,
each band member stands to receive a $3,000 scholarship,
which could make a real difference in their educational journey.
Lettman-Hicks stressed the importance of the Marching 100 as
ambassadors for the university, highlighting their positive
influence and vital role in the community. Band director Shelby
Chipman echoed these sentiments, noting that this gift
recognizes the talent and dedication of the students, providing



essential resources for their success.

However, hovering concerns about funding threaten the stability
of the Marching 100. Recent discussions have revealed issues
related to the university’s budget and upcoming leadership
changes. As reported by HBCU Gameday, the new FAMU
president, Marva Johnson, is set to receive a considerable salary
increase, raising eyebrows among students about the allocation
of funds. With the FAMU Foundation’s Board of Trustees yet to
approve the budget for the next fiscal year, worries are
mounting regarding potential reallocations that could adversely
affect the marching band’s financing. The current approved
budget includes $218 million in Education and General funds,
but speculation suggests resources may be redirected to
support Johnson’s salary instead.

Concerns from Band Members

Feelings of uncertainty are palpable within the ranks of the
band. It’s no surprise that morale is low among students, as
expressed by band member Chloe Waites: “We feel unseen and
unsupported.” Her fellow bandmate, Hasim Smith, openly
criticized the idea of cutting funding for such an integral part of
FAMU’s identity, arguing that it contradicts the university values
that prioritize support and charity. Jamal Brown, president of the
faculty senate and a member of the FAMU Board of Trustees,
reassured students that their concerns are being heard and
acknowledged.

The Marching 100 is not just any band; it symbolizes pride,
tradition, and unity at Florida A&M University. Thus, it is no
wonder that discussions about its funding are stirring emotions
among students and alumni alike. The value of maintaining the
band cannot be overstated, considering its role in the
university’s branding and outreach efforts.

Opportunities Beyond Campus



In addition to FAMU’s efforts, broader opportunities are
emerging for HBCU band members. Honda recently announced a
significant $500,000 grant to the Thurgood Marshall College
Fund, specifically aimed at providing scholarships for students
involved in band programs at Historically Black Colleges and
Universities (HBCUs). This grant highlights Honda’s longstanding
commitment to HBCUs, having positively affected over 300,000
students and distributing more than $14 million in grants for
educational programs.

This scholarship program aims to award up to $10,000 in need-
based financial aid to eligible band students for the upcoming
academic year, proving that support for these talented
individuals is branching out beyond their campuses and into the
wider community. As the application process progresses, these
opportunities stand to make a considerable impact on students
who are dedicated to their musical pursuits.

As we look toward the future, it’s crucial for FAMU and its
supporters to unite in safeguarding the resources that allow the
Marching 100 to thrive. Every note played by the band carries
with it not just talent, but a legacy that deserves to be upheld
and celebrated.
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