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Florida Supreme Court Upholds
Controversial Congressional District Map
Florida Supreme Court upheld new congressional maps on
July 17, 2025, ruling against challenges from voting rights

groups.

Tallahassee, Florida, USA - The Florida Supreme Court has
recently weighed in on a contentious issue, decisively upholding
the state’s congressional maps. In a ruling announced on July
17, the court rejected challenges to the former Congressional
District 5, a district stretching from Jacksonville to Tallahassee
that is home to numerous Black communities. This decision is
significant in the ongoing debate over gerrymandering and the
protection of voting rights.

The plaintiffs, which included Black Voters Matter, contended
that the 2022 congressional redistricting plan was unfairly
drawn and would inhibit Black voters from electing candidates of
their choice. They argued that this new map violated the Fair



Districts Amendment, a measure established in 2010 to ensure
fair representation in Florida elections. Nevertheless, the court
ruled in a 5-1 decision that the maintenance of the old district
would have necessitated drawing it based on racial motives,
which, according to Chief Justice Carlos Muñiz, contravenes the
Equal Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment. According to 
WTXL, the opinion emphasized that the plaintiffs failed to
demonstrate compliance with both the Non-Diminishment
Clause and the Equal Protection Clause in North Florida.

The Court’s Composition and the Ruling

Notably, the current court’s ruling reflects a significant shift in
its composition over the past years. Once a 5-2 liberal majority
in 2016, it has transitioned to a conservative 6-1 majority
following several appointments by Governor Ron DeSantis. This
change has raised concerns among voting rights activists.
DeSantis himself played an instrumental role in crafting the new
congressional districts, having vetoed alternative redistricting
proposals. Observations from Palm Beach Post indicate that
questioning the motivations behind these maps was central to
the court’s deliberations.

The previous holder of the old Congressional District 5, former
U.S. Representative Al Lawson, a Black Democrat, was notably
unseated following the implementation of the new maps by
incumbent Republican U.S. Representative Neil Dunn. As the
court noted, the intent behind the adjustments could be seen as
an effort to consolidate Republican control in a state that has
seen demographic shifts in its voting base.

Future Implications and Ongoing
Challenges

Justice Jorge Labarga’s dissent highlighted the contentiousness
of the issue, suggesting momentum for sending the case back to
a trial court for further consideration. As Yahoo reports, concern
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over representation continues with another legal challenge
currently pending. The group Cubanos Pa’Lante has filed similar
allegations concerning Congressional District 26 in South
Florida, marking that debates over equitable representation are
far from over.

This decision from the Florida Supreme Court serves as yet
another chapter in the ongoing saga of electoral mapmaking in
the United States, underscoring the balance between
demographic representation and the legal frameworks designed
to govern it. Whether this ruling will lead to more equitable
access for voters in Florida remains to be seen, but one thing is
clear—the conversation around these issues will continue to
loom large in local and national discourse.
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