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Florida&#039;s Football Stars Shine:
Top 2026 Recruits Commit This Summer!

Explore Gadsden County&#039;s impact on the high
school football recruiting scene, with notable commitments

and top prospects for 2026.

Gadsden County, USA - As summer heats up, so does the
excitement of high school football recruiting across Florida. With
players making college commitments, it’s an exhilarating time
for athletes, coaches, and fans alike. According to 
Gainesville.com, notable commitments recently announced
include Justice Fitzpatrick from St. Thomas Aquinas, ranked No.
14 overall and the No. 2 safety, who has committed to the
University of Georgia. Meanwhile, Kaiden Hall from Milton,
recognized as the No. 1 athlete and No. 23 overall, has chosen
to represent the University of Florida.

The rush of commitments doesn’t stop there. There are top-tier
recruits who continue to shine on the field, including Dia Bell at
American Heritage, who’s ranked No. 2 and committed to Texas,
and Keenyi Pepe from IMG Academy at No. 5, soon to join USC.
With several high-caliber players still uncommitted but visiting
campuses, anticipation looms. Derrek Cooper from Chaminade-
Madonna, ranked No. 1, is among the top prospects exploring
options, along with Jake Kreul (No. 3) and Calvin Russell Jr. (No.
4), who hails from Miami Northwestern.

Tracking the Best

The USA Today Florida Network recently released its updated
Top 100 list showcasing the talent thriving within the state,

https://www.gainesville.com/story/sports/high-school/football/2025/06/11/2026-football-recruiting-summer-commitment-tracker-high-school/84073516007/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/2025/06/05/recruiting-top-100-2026-football-prospects-florida/83006146007/


compiled by recruiting experts Jon Santucci and Nick Wilson.
This year, IMG Academy leads the pack with a whopping ten
players making the cut. Florida State University boasts the most
commitments from this elite group, securing eight players, while
Miami follows closely with five, three of whom are in the top 20.
This growing representation from Miami-Dade and Broward
counties marks a promising shift from previous years.

Among the standout names is Derrek Cooper again,
underscoring his prowess and popularity as a running back. The
list hints at emerging talent across a multitude of positions —
from tight ends to defensive players — reflecting the depth of
talent nurtured in Florida.

Florida Gators‘ Recruitment Gaining
Traction

The Florida Gators are making quite a splash in the recruiting
game this summer, actively gaining momentum under Coach
Billy Napier’s leadership. Yahoo Sports highlights that the
Gators have not only secured five commitments from in-state
prospects—each ranked in the Top 100—but they are also
focusing on other top-tier recruits.

Among the Gators‘ latest additions are quarterback Will Griffin,
ranked No. 45 and the fourth-best QB overall, and offensive
lineman G’nivre Carr, who’s ranked No. 72. The continued
acquisition of talent reflects the program’s ambitions for a
robust recruiting class by the end of the year. Not to forget,
Justin Williams, a running back from Gainesville, has also
committed to the Gators, which adds a local flavor to their
growing roster.

Key Gators Recruits:
Will Griffin (No. 45 QB)
G’nivre Carr (No. 72 IOL)
Kaiden Hall (No. 23 ATH)
Justin Williams (No. 49 RB)

https://sports.yahoo.com/article/florida-gators-football-recruiting-top-100135769.html?fr=sycsrp_catchall


Chancellor Campbell (No. 70 OT)
Kekua Aumua (No. 90 TE)

As the summer progresses, eyes will be peeled on many players,
notably Jake Kreul and Calvin Russell, both of whom are being
heavily courted by Florida among others. With Kreul regarded as
the top edge-rusher and Russell as the best wide receiver in the
state, their potential commitments could further elevate
Florida’s recruitment landscape.

In a nutshell, the summer of 2025 is shaping up to be an
exhilarating chapter in Florida high school football recruiting,
with an array of young talents set to make their mark at
universities across the nation. The local flavor and fierce
competition ensure there’s always something exciting on the
horizon — and fans can be sure the best is yet to come!
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