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Drunk Boater Crashes into USS Midway:
Arrest and $100K Damage!

A drunk boater crashed into the USS Midway Museum in
San Diego, causing $100,000 in damage. The operator was

arrested.

San Diego, California, USA - In an alarming incident that
unfolded in San Diego Bay, a 40-year-old boat operator, Frank
DAnna, is now facing charges after allegedly crashing his 65-foot
motor vessel, named Offshore Lifestyle, into the USS Midway
Museum while reportedly intoxicated. The Port of San Diego
Harbor Police took swift action, announcing DAnna’s arrest on
several counts, including boating under the influence, hit and
run, and operating a vessel with a blood alcohol content over
.08. This situation raises eyebrows, as it underscores safety
issues on the water.

The collision occurred shortly before noon on Friday, July 18,
when DAnna’s vessel collided head-on with the port side hull of



the USS Midway, a decommissioned aircraft carrier turned
floating military museum. Remarkably, no injuries were reported
aboard either the USS Midway or the Offshore Lifestyle, a small
miracle given the scale of the impact.

A Closer Look at the Incident

After the initial crash, DAnna and his boat fled the scene, but not
for long. Authorities later located the Offshore Lifestyle near the
Coronado Ferry Landing, where the officers identified DAnna as
the operator after interviewing all seven individuals onboard.
The Offshore Lifestyle was subsequently impounded in
accordance with protocol as the investigation continues.
However, it seems that the USS Midway did sustain damage
approximating $100,000, a significant figure that reflects the
care needed on our waterways.

The incident is being treated as a case of boating under the
influence (BUI), a serious offense that could have led to far
worse consequences. Fortunately, this time, there were no
injuries, but it serves as a stark reminder of the dangers posed
by intoxicated boating. As reported by the Times of San Diego
, such reckless behavior can have devastating consequences.

Broader Context in San Diego

This incident comes at a time when safety on the water is
becoming increasingly scrutinized. The USS Midway, a proud
symbol of maritime history, has now been part of a collision that
draws attention to the need for responsible boating practices. As
the floating museum attracts countless visitors, ensuring their
safety is paramount.

In unrelated news, San Diego is buzzing with other local
happenings, including a woman arrested for allegedly shooting
her boyfriend, who is expected to recover, and a heartwarming
report of fairgoers donating toys for children across the U.S. and
Mexico. Meanwhile, the San Diego Humane Society is busy

https://timesofsandiego.com/newsletter/july-22-2025/


conducting a fundraiser to support pet owners in need.

As we reflect on this incident involving Frank DAnna and the USS
Midway, let us all remember that there’s something to be said
for responsible behavior on the water. After all, a fun day out
should never turn into a disaster.
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