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Tennessee&#039;s Quarterback
Showdown: Gators and Bulldogs Aim

High!
SEC media days on July 17, 2025, spotlight quarterback
battles at Tennessee, Florida, and Mississippi State as

teams gear up for the season.

Atlanta, Georgia, USA - As college football gearing up for
another exciting season, the atmosphere at SEC media days in
Atlanta brought a mix of anticipation and unexpected changes.
The evolving landscape of quarterback talent is at the forefront
of discussions, especially with teams like Tennessee, Florida,
and Mississippi State aiming to carve their path in the
competitive Southeastern Conference.

Florida’s quarterback DJ Lagway has emerged as a compelling
figure for the Gators. After a solid record of 6-1 as a starter in
2024, there is plenty of buzz about what Billy Napier’s fourth
season will bring. Lagway’s contributions were vital in turning
the team’s fortunes around late last season, helping them clinch
their last four games after a shaky start at 4-5. He’s joined by
the reliable Jake Slaughter, the only AP All-America selection
present at the media days, who boasts an impressive streak of
38 consecutive games played.

Changing Times for Tennessee

Tennessee finds itself in a transitional period, notably without
former quarterback Nico Iamaleava, who transferred to UCLA
after starting all 13 games for the Volunteers last year.
Iamaleava, a highly-touted five-star recruit, led his team to the



College Football Playoff in 2024. According to WXXV, Coach Josh
Heupel has confirmed a fierce competition for the starting
quarterback position, with three contenders set to battle it out
as training camp approaches. Joey Aguilar, fresh off a successful
stint at Appalachian State, is a key player in this mix, having
thrown for over 3,000 yards and 23 touchdowns last season
before his transfer.

Augmenting the quarterback competition are Jake Merklinger
and George MacIntyre. The recent feelings from teammates,
including junior linebacker Arion Carter, were supportive of
Iamaleava’s decision, yet they are fully focused on what lies
ahead. Carter expressed that the team is rallying around their
next phase, wishing Iamaleava well but prioritizing their
development as they seek to maintain the program’s
momentum.

Mississippi State’s Optimism

Over in Starkville, Mississippi State’s Blake Shapen is making
headlines as well. After a shoulder injury cut short his 2024
season, Shapen is back and ready to lead the Bulldogs towards
recovery from a winless league record last year. Prior to his
injury, Shapen demonstrated his potential with eight
touchdowns and just one interception. Now fully healthy and
eager to contribute, he aims to pave a new direction for his
team, as noted by Vols Wire.

The transfer portal has proven to be a significant player in
shaping this offseason, influencing not just who fills quarterback
spots but also altering the competitive landscape of not just
Mississippi State but teams across the SEC. As outlined by 
Sports Illustrated, several teams are actively seeking to fortify
their quarterback positions, signaling a pivotal moment in the
conference’s future with each move.

With the new season on the horizon, fans and analysts alike are
eagerly watching how these quarterback battles and transfers

https://www.wxxv25.com/tennessee-embraces-qb-battle-as-florida-mississippi-state-seek-new-heights/
https://volswire.usatoday.com/story/sports/college/volunteers/football/2025/07/16/tennessee-vols-football-players-discuss-nico-iamaleava-transfer-at-sec-media-days/85238528007/
https://www.si.com/college/auburn/football/sec-transfer-portal-quarterback-news


play out across the SEC. Each team is poised to make its mark,
showcasing their newest talents as they strive for greatness in a
division known for its fierce competition and storied rivalries.
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