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Beloved Local Figure Michael Newsome
Passes Away at 66

Explore the life of Michael David Newsome, a Manatee
County resident, from his school days to his recent passing

on July 7, 2025.

Bradenton, FL, USA - Michael David Newsome, born on May
23, 1959, has left a significant mark on the lives he touched
before his passing on July 7, 2025, at Manatee Memorial
Hospital. Remembered for his strong personality and a fondness
for hunting and fishing, he was the son of the late Willie B.
Newsome, Sr. and Rosetta Newsome. Michael attended public
schools in Manatee County, culminating his education with a
graduation from Southeast High School in 1977.

Over the years, Michael dedicated his working life to the USA
and Arrow Fence Companies, where he served as a fence
erector and installer. His faith was a cornerstone of his life; he
was baptized at St. Stevens A.M.E. Church under the leadership



of Reverend M.M. Martin and later joined the Rogers Community
United Methodist Church. His dedication to his family and
community is evident in the love and support he leaves behind,
including one daughter, Serenity Barton Rivers (Newsome), and
numerous family members and friends.

A Life Remembered

Michael’s family includes six brothers—Ivan Newsome, Sr.
(Cynthia), Bernard Newsome, Leonard Newsome (Tracy), Tony
Newsome, Johnny Watkins, and Henry Savage (Tameka)—and
four sisters—Jacqueline N. Houston (Kirkward Sr.), Angie
Newsome, Tiny Murray, and Jeroline Wilson. He also was
preceded in death by six brothers, two sisters, nine uncles, and
seven aunts, details that paint a picture of a man deeply rooted
in family and community.

Obituaries, like that of Michael Newsome, play a crucial role in
preserving historical records, offering insights into individuals’
lives and connections. The Manatee Genealogical Society
underscores the importance of such documents, revealing
information about where people lived, when they passed,
funeral details, and family ties. These records are invaluable for
descendants and historians alike, and they can help uncover the
rich tapestry of individuals’ lives in the region.

The Importance of Local Archives

Manatee County, where Michael’s legacy lives on, boasts a
variety of resources for genealogical research, including the
Manatee County Clerk of the Circuit Court & Comptroller
Historical Records Library. This institution has marriage, divorce,
and death records dating back to 1857, making it easier for
residents to trace their roots. The county is named after the
Florida manatee, the official marine mammal of the state, and is
known for its rich history that dates back centuries.

According to FamilySearch, various records—including vital



records, military records, and probate records—are available for
those interested in exploring their ancestry. In addition, local
libraries in Manatee and Sarasota counties provide assistance in
locating obituaries, revealing more about the community’s
storied past.

The importance of remembering individuals like Michael
Newsome cannot be overstated. His story, intertwined with the
historical narrative of Manatee County, illustrates the fabric of a
community that values its heritage. Each obituary serves not
just as a farewell but as a link to the past, offering future
generations a chance to know their roots—a testament to the
enduring legacy of family and friendship.

As friends and family gather to honor Michael’s life, let us reflect
on the stories shared, the lessons learned, and the precious
memories that hold us together. Indeed, there’s something to be
said for the bonds we forge and the history we pass down; it’s
what makes places like Manatee County feel like home.

For those looking to delve deeper into genealogical records,
resources remain accessible through local library systems and
the archives maintained by the Manatee Genealogical Society.
Each story woven into historical records contributes to a greater
understanding of who we are and where we come from, making
every obituary a building block in the ongoing narrative of our
lives.
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