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$3,000 Reward for Info on Publix
Thieves: Help Ocala Police Now!

Gilchrist County news highlights theft incidents at Publix,
seeking public help for suspect identification amid retail

crime concerns.

Ocala, Florida, USA - The Ocala Police Department is urging
the community to help identify a man and a woman linked to a
theft that occurred at a local Publix on June 15, where a
customer’s wallet was cleverly pilfered during a distraction
tactic. As panic sets in across grocery stores, a reward of up to
$3,000 is being offered for any tips leading to the capture of
these suspects. According to WCJB, the stolen credit and debit
cards were subsequently used for purchases at Walgreens,
showcasing a troubling trend of financial exploitation in our
communities.

Local law enforcement is asking anyone with information related
to the theft to reach out to Detective C. Boyer at 352-369-7000.

https://www.wcjb.com/2025/07/17/ocala-police-ask-help-looking-man-woman-accused-stealing-publix-customer/


For those who prefer to remain anonymous, tips can be
submitted to Crime Stoppers of Marion County at 352-368-STOP
(7867) or through their website at OcalaCrimeStoppers.com. In a
world turned frantic by crime, the importance of community
vigilance cannot be overstated.

Rising Crime Rates in Grocery Stores

What’s more concerning? This isn’t an isolated incident. The
Volusia Sheriff’s Office is also on the hunt for two women
involved in a similar distraction-style theft at a Publix in Ormond
Beach, where one suspect distracted an elderly woman while
the other snatched her wallet right from her purse. This brazen
act was captured on surveillance, illustrating just how bold these
crimes have become. The victim, upon realizing her loss,
reported the theft to the store manager, further emphasizing the
need for immediate action in such circumstances. Potential
witnesses are encouraged to contact Detective Andrew Bayne
regarding the VSO case #22-10084 at ABayne@vcso.us, or to
send anonymous tips to Northeast Florida Crime Stoppers at
1-888-277-8477 or via the P3 app. 

Such patterns of theft aren’t merely unfortunate events; they
reflect a broader climate of organized retail crime (ORC). As
noted in Grocery Dive, the COVID-19 pandemic exacerbated
this issue, making shrink due to theft a growing concern for
grocery retailers. In fact, large chains like Target anticipate
multimillion-dollar losses stemming from retail theft. It makes
one question: what measures are in place to protect both
retailers and consumers?

Many grocery stores are stepping up their game by hiring asset
protection specialists and implementing advanced theft-
prevention technologies, like large camera systems over self-
checkout kiosks. The strategy aims to deter potential thieves
while keeping honest shoppers secure in their shopping
experience. Yet, does this technology end up frustrating well-
meaning customers? It’s a fine line to walk.

mailto:ABayne@vcso.us
https://www.fox35orlando.com/news/recognize-them-women-accused-of-distraction-style-theft-at-publix-other-central-florida-grocery-stores
https://www.grocerydive.com/news/how-theft-and-organized-retail-crime-are-impacting-the-grocery-industry-an/691930/


In light of these worrying developments, it is clear that both
citizens and grocery retailers need to stay alert. Preventing theft
starts with community involvement and an ongoing dialogue
about security measures. As local residents, we must keep our
eyes peeled and work together to preserve the integrity of our
beloved grocery stores. It’s about that good hand—a united
front against crime.
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