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Florida&#039;s Watermelon Boom:
Overcoming Challenges in Harvest
Season

Explore Gilchrist County&#039;s role in Florida&#039;s
watermelon production, highlighting trends, challenges,
and economic impacts as of June 2025.

Gilchrist County, Florida, United States - Florida, with its
sun-soaked fields and a reputation for agricultural abundance,
proudly claims the title of the leading state in watermelon
production, contributing a remarkable 34% to the nation’s
supply. This sweet fruit, often celebrated during summer picnics,
has become a cornerstone of Florida’s agricultural identity. As
TCPalm reports, the state’s watermelon sales even outpaced
those of traditional favorites like oranges and grapefruits, raking
in an impressive $264 million in 2023. That’s a hefty slice of the
pie, especially when you consider the challenges farmers face
today.


https://www.tcpalm.com/story/opinion/columnists/laurence-reisman/2025/06/10/florida-agriculture-farm-watermelon-oranges/83945777007/

The picturesque landscapes of Indian River County, once famous
for its citrus, have made a surprising shift towards watermelon
farming. Here, old school buses have transformed into a unique
mode of transport, hauling watermelons from farms to markets.
This region is quite special; it is the only part of the Treasure
Coast dedicated to commercial watermelon farming, with three
farms spread across 600 acres. The largest of them, Atlantic
Harvesting, cultivates watermelons on 390 acres, branding them
as ,,.Sweet Ones.“ Not your average roadside stand fare, these
melons are a testament to the agricultural evolution of this
community.

Watermelon Farming Challenges

Yet, it’s not all sunshine and rainbows for Florida’s watermelon
farmers. The industry is grappling with rising land costs, largely
due to ever-expanding urban development. This encroachment
reduces available farmland, making it tough for farmers to
maintain their operations. Fusarium wilt fungus, a serious threat
particularly to seedless watermelon varieties, adds another layer
of difficulty. While researchers have developed resistant plants
grafted with squash, the high production costs for these
solutions pose a hurdle for many growers.

In terms of numbers, watermelon farming in Florida saw a
significant increase in acreage, rising from 22,071 acres in 2017
to 35,203 acres in 2022. These figures are indicative of a
resilient farming community that is eager to adapt, despite the
ongoing challenges. In fact, the northern region of Florida
accounted for an astounding 65.2% of watermelon acreage in
2017, signaling a strong commitment to this crop throughout
the state.

Economic Impact of Watermelon Production

The economic impact of watermelon farming extends beyond
just the farms. It’s a vital contributor to both local and state
economies, providing jobs and stimulating rural communities.



With significant production and export capabilities, Florida does
a good deal for the national watermelon market. According to
World Population Review, Florida triumphs with over 9,000
CWT (hundredweight) grown annually, with several other states
like Georgia and California also chipping in.

Looking ahead, the outlook for Florida’s watermelon industry
remains cautiously optimistic. Although faced with issues like
pest management and rising operational costs, growers continue
to employ strategies for effective crop management. Utilizing
integrated pest management and advanced irrigation
techniques, Florida’s watermelon producers are committed to
maintaining high-quality yields and meeting rising consumer
demands.

The journey from farm to table is a labor-intensive one, where
skilled workers are needed to pick, transport, and ensure the
freshness of this beloved fruit. The watermelon season in Indian
River County typically runs from April to May, a time when locals
eagerly await the first harvest. As this beloved fruit continues to
thrive amid challenges, Florida’s watermelons will undoubtedly
remain at the heart of summer celebrations across the nation.

In a world where agricultural practices are constantly evolving,
there’s something to be said for the dedication and resilience of
Florida’s farmers. Let us support them as they continue to grow
not just our food, but also our local communities.
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