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Brightwater Lagoon Opens: A New
Paradise Awaits in North Fort Myers!

Explore Gulf County&#039;s latest developments,
including Brightwater Lagoon&#039;s grand opening and
efforts to manage invasive pythons.

North Fort Myers, Florida, USA - In a vibrant update on
community happenings, the latest reports highlight noteworthy
developments in our backyard and beyond. From exciting
recreational facilities to vital environmental initiatives, there’s
much to explore.

One of the most anticipated additions to North Fort Myers, the
Brightwater Lagoon, officially opened its doors recently. This
stunning six-acre oasis is a feast for water lovers, featuring
sandy beaches, inflatable obstacle courses, waterslides, and
even a splash pad. Food trucks provide tasty bites, and
paddleboard and kayak rentals are available for those looking to
enjoy the water even more. For an added touch of relaxation,



VIP experiences in Cabana Cove offer shaded tikis, umbrellas,
and cabanas—a perfect escape for families and friends alike, as
Priority Marketing reports.

Environmental Interventions

Shifting gears to environmental news, the battle against the
invasive Burmese python is ongoing, and efforts by the
Conservancy of Southwest Florida are making a significant
impact. Last season alone, over 6,300 pounds of these serpents
were removed from Collier County, bringing the total to more
than 20 tons in 12 years. The program focuses particularly on
pregnant females to prevent the hatching of new eggs, boasting
a success rate that has saved over 20,000 eggs from the wild.
Using cutting-edge tracking techniques, the team monitors the
movements of approximately 40 scout snakes, providing vital
insights into their habits, as detailed in an article by Naples
News.

Recent findings from necropsies conducted by the Conservancy
have revealed alarming contents in the stomachs of these
invasive creatures, including white-tailed deer hooves. This
underscores the threat posed by Burmese pythons, which are
not only highly adaptable but also capable of reproducing
rapidly, sometimes laying clutches of up to 95 eggs at once.

Community Spirit and Development

On the community front, local businesses are stepping up to
lend a helping hand. GL Homes recently made generous
contributions to the Harry Chapin Food Bank, donating 1,000
canned goods alongside a monetary boost of $10,000. Their
commitment extends further with the provision of a $127,000
playground to the Boys & Girls Clubs of Lee County, ensuring
that local youth have spaces to play and thrive, as highlighted
by Priority Marketing.

Meanwhile, exciting new developments are on the horizon in
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Naples, where Wynn’s Downtown is taking shape. This project is
set to transform a former industrial area into a bustling hub
containing retail shops, office space, restaurants, and residential
housing—turning the landscape into a vibrant entertainment and
shopping destination.

Lastly, it’s worth noting the recent accolades received by local
entrepreneurs. Terry Drake, Jr. of Drake Ready Mix has garnered
the title of Distinguished Entrepreneur of the Year from the
Florida Small Business Development Center, while Christopher J.
Smith and Eve T.K. Volkmann from Goldstein, Buckley,
Cechman, Rice, Purtz, Smith & Smith have been recognized by
the National Trial Lawyers. Finalists for the Greater Fort Myers
Chamber of Commerce 2025 Chamber Awards include CRS
Technology Consultants, Drake Ready Mix, and Jeannine Joy,
showcasing the dynamic spirit of our local business community.

As we keep our eyes on these developments, it becomes clear
that our region is thriving with opportunity and community
spirit—a true testament to the resilience and creativity of
Florida’s heart. Whether enjoying a day at Brightwater Lagoon or
witnessing the tireless efforts to protect our environment, it’s an
exciting time to be in our local community.
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