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Catch the Excitement: Emerald Coast
Blue Marlin Classic Starts Today!

The Emerald Coast Blue Marlin Classic returns to
Sandestin, June 18-22, offering thrilling fishing
competitions and family activities.

Sandestin, Florida, United States - The excitement is
palpable as the 23rd Annual Emerald Coast Blue Marlin Classic
(ECBC) kicks off today, June 18, at the Sandestin Golf and Beach
Resort in Northwest Florida. Known for its high-stakes
competition, the tournament offers over $2 million in cash and
prizes, drawing anglers from across the region and beyond to
test their skills against some of the ocean’s most formidable
fish.

Participants are in for a thrilling experience as they compete to
catch qualifying blue marlin, with a size requirement of at least
110 inches from the lower jaw to the fork of the tail. Past
tournaments have seen champions land marlin weighing



upwards of 650 pounds, a testament to the challenge and
excitement that this prestigious event offers.

Event Highlights

The tournament runs from June 18 to June 22, with boats setting
sail at noon today through Destin Pass. Anglers will not only be
vying for the biggest catch but also participating in catch-and-
release contests for white marlin, sailfish, spearfish, and other
species. Weigh-ins will take place each evening at Baytowne
Marina where festivities will keep the crowd entertained with live
music, vendor booths, and a spectacular fireworks display on
Friday night, making it a family-friendly affair throughout the
event.

e Prize Categories:
o Heaviest catches in blue marlin, dolphin, tuna,
and wahoo categories.
o Cash prizes for champions in the Release Division
and Crew Division.
o Recognition for overall winners, top lady anglers,
and junior anglers.

Participants who registered before May 31 received a chance to
win $1,000 and complimentary dockage at Baytowne Marina
during tournament week, adding a bit of incentive to early sign-
ups. Also on the schedule is the ECBC Golf Scramble, which
takes place today, a perfect way to mix some leisure into the
competitive spirit.

Community Engagement

The Emerald Coast Blue Marlin Classic is not just about fishing;
it’s an extravaganza for families and a celebration of the Gulf of
Mexico’s rich marine ecosystem. Families can enjoy various
recreational activities at the Sandestin Golf and Beach Resort
and The Village of Baytowne Wharf while the competition
unfolds. The nightly weigh-ins at Baytowne Marina are open to



the public, allowing everyone to catch the excitement as it
happens, deeming it a perfect weekend destination for locals
and tourists alike.

As the event unfolds, anglers will also earn release points
through a ,,modified-release* format that includes not only blue
marlin but also white marlin, sailfish, and spearfish. This format
encourages conservation while maintaining the thrill of
competition.

With its mix of high-stakes fishing, community fun, and stunning
Gulf views, this year’s ECBC promises to be a memorable event.
Whether it’s the roar of the engines as boats head into the open
water or the cheers at the weigh-ins, there’s something to be
said for the lively spirit of competition that fills the air. Let’s see
what our skilled fishermen manage to catch and who will
emerge victorious!

For more on this exciting event, visit News Herald and
Sandestin.
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