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Scallop Season Kicks Off in Pasco: Tips
for Harvesting Success!

Gulf County&#039;s scallop season runs from August 16 to
September 24, 2025. Learn about harvesting tips and

regulations.

Gulf County, Florida, USA - There’s a wave of excitement in
the air as Florida’s scallop season kicks off with the Pasco Zone
opening on July 10 and running through August 18. The annual
event is a highlight for many locals and tourists alike, allowing
them to dive into the warm Gulf waters and hunt for these
delectable shellfish. Tampa Bay Times reports that scalloping
not only supports recreational fishing but is also a part of
broader efforts to bring back the bay scallop population, which
has faced serious challenges since the 1960s due to habitat loss,
harmful algal blooms, and overfishing. 

The season began on June 15 in northern areas like
Steinhatchee and is now focused on Pasco County. According to

https://www.tampabay.com/life-culture/entertainment/things-to-do/2025/07/08/florida-scallop-season-pasco-tips/


information from Florida Politics, this year marks a continued
effort in the Pasco Zone, which includes state waters south of
the Hernando-Pasco counties line and areas around the Anclote
Key Lighthouse.

Harvesting Guidelines

The daily bag limit stands at a respectable two gallons of whole
bay scallops in their shells, or one pint of bay scallop meat per
person. For those out on the water, it’s essential to know that
the maximum vessel limit is ten gallons of whole scallops or half
a gallon of shucked meat. This is all part of ensuring that the
harvest remains sustainable and fun for everyone involved.
According to Coastal Angler Magazine, harvesting is
permitted only by hand or with a landing or dip net, and
commercial scallop fishing remains prohibited.

Don’t forget, before you set out on your scalloping adventure,
you’ll need a Florida saltwater fishing license unless you’re on a
charter boat with a licensed captain. Licenses can be easily
obtained through the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission’s website.

Scalloping Tips for Success

As you prepare to hit the water, some practical tips could help
make your scalloping experience more fruitful. The key is to
hunt during low or slack tides, ideally in the late morning or
early afternoon when conditions are better. Look for clear water
and lush seagrass beds—these are prime hiding spots for
scallops. Scalloping areas are accessible through public boat
ramps in locations like Crystal River and Homosassa.

Before you dive in, make sure to bring your essentials: a mask,
snorkel, fins, and a mesh bag for collection. You might also want
a dip net for that extra helping hand. Safety first—don’t forget to
use a dive flag to alert boats to your presence in the water.

https://floridapolitics.com/archives/746241-fwc-summer-means-more-availability-for-recreational-scallop-harvesting-on-gulf-coast/
https://coastalanglermag.com/bay-scallops-seasons-and-bag-limits-fwc/


Experts suggest moving slowly and scanning the seabed
attentively, employing the „swish and scoop“ technique to spot
your targets efficiently. It’s also worth mentioning that scallops
have powerful adductor muscles, so be cautious as you handle
them!

The scalloping season isn’t just about the harvest; it’s about
fostering connection with the vibrant ecosystems of our coastal
waters. As you head out, take a moment to appreciate the
beauty around you and the efforts that have allowed scalloping
to thrive once again. Happy hunting!
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