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Chattanooga Times: A Legacy of
Integrity and Community Impact

Explore the history and impact of the Chattanooga Times,
a key player in local journalism and the Civil Rights

Movement.

Chattanooga, Tennessee, USA - In the heart of
Chattanooga’s bustling community, one name resonates with
decades of local journalism: the Chattanooga Times. Founded in
1869, the newspaper has been a vital thread in the fabric of the
area, shining a light on the political, cultural, and social
challenges faced by its citizens. As Ben Sessoms, the current
opinion editor at the Chattanooga Times, emphasizes,
journalism is not just about reporting the news—it’s also about
engaging with the community and advocating for the changes
that matter most to its readers. His noteworthy contributions to
the paper reflect a commitment to not only covering local
development issues but also voicing perspectives from the
progressive end of the spectrum. You can often find him hiking



the scenic trails of Appalachia or enjoying a meal at locally
cherished eateries, where his passion for community shines
through even beyond the newsroom. For inquiries, Sesoms can
be reached via email at bsessoms@timesfreepress.com or
by phone at 423-757-6346.

While the Chattanooga Times has evolved over the years, its
foundational mission has remained steadfast: to provide
impartial news reporting and create informed public discourse.
The paper’s commitment is deeply rooted in its history.
Originally struggling with just 200 subscribers in 1878 under the
stewardship of various owners, it wasn’t until Adolph S. Ochs
took the helm that its trajectory changed dramatically. Under
Ochs‘ leadership, the Times flourished and became the
embodiment of integrity in reporting, even influencing
significant movements such as civil rights advocacy during the
1950s and 1960s. Today, it stands as a testament to the power
of local journalism, a reality captured in detailed archives
available at OldNews.com, where the newspaper’s heritage can
be revisited through the ages.

A Legacy of Change

With Ochs‘ pioneering vision, the Chattanooga Times not only
improved its subscription base but also became a voice for
modernization in Chattanooga. He advocated for city
improvements, addressing crucial issues like sanitation and fire
safety, and shaped the public’s understanding of what a
newspaper could—and should—do. This legacy of impactful
journalism continued through publishers like Ruth Sulzberger
Holmberg and Paul Neely, who maintained the paper’s
reputation for courageous reporting on controversial issues,
such as the Civil Rights Acts and governance reform.

Today, with over 150 years of history behind it, the Chattanooga
Times continues to be a reliable source of news, sports, and
community features. As Ben Sessoms and his team navigate the
ever-changing landscape of media, they strive not only to inform

mailto:bsessoms@timesfreepress.com


but to inspire readers to engage with their community. Their
intimate knowledge of local culture and politics fosters an
environment where everyone feels connected and empowered.
This is what makes the Chattanooga Times an essential
institution—an ebbing voice in the rapid current of modern
journalism, ensuring that local stories are told and heard.

Challenges and Opportunities

Challenges do remain, however. The newsroom is navigating the
complexities of digital media while maintaining its roots in
tradition. Despite these pressures, the vision for the future is
bright. The commitment to investigative reporting and
journalistic integrity remains a hallmark of the Chattanooga
Times, a principle that has continuously shaped public discourse
in the region.

In a world inundated with information, Ben Sessoms and his
editorial team at the Chattanooga Times are paving the way for
meaningful dialogue. Their work does not merely reflect
community interests; it shapes them, reminding us all that
there’s something to be said for a newspaper that truly does
care about its home—both in print and in spirit.
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