
10. Juni 2025

Florida Faces Intense Execution Debate
as Wainwright is Set to Die

Anthony Floyd Wainwright, convicted of murder, faces
execution in Florida on June 10, 2025, amidst a heated

death penalty debate.

Florida State Prison, Florida, USA - As Floridians brace for
the execution of Anthony Floyd Wainwright, scheduled for June
10, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. at Florida State Prison, the case brings
the spotlight on Florida’s death penalty landscape. Wainwright,
now 54, was convicted back in 1995 for the kidnapping, rape,
and murder of 23-year-old Carmen Gayheart in Lake City,
following his escape from a North Carolina prison. His execution
marks the sixth in Florida for 2025, matching the total count for
2023 and outpacing the solitary execution in 2024, as reported
by CiberCuba.

The gravity of Wainwright’s crimes weighed heavily in his trial,
with the presiding judge characterizing the murder as „coldly

https://en.cibercuba.com/noticias/2025-06-09-u1-e208933-s27061-nid304679-quien-hombre-sera-ejecutado-este-10-junio-sexta-pena


calculated“ and highlighting the victim’s suffering as
„unnecessary pain and torture.“ Despite a unanimous jury
sentencing him to death, Wainwright’s numerous
appeals—including a recent attempt based on claims of
neurological damage due to his father’s exposure to Agent
Orange—were all declined. Governor Ron DeSantis signed the
execution order on May 9, reinforcing the state’s position, as 
Death Penalty Information Center notes Florida continues to
maintain a robust frequency of executions.

Florida’s Strict Death Penalty Laws

Florida’s approach to capital punishment is characterized by
stringent requirements. Under Florida Statute 921.141, a capital
felony conviction is necessary, combined with the presence of at
least one aggravating factor, such as the crime being
particularly heinous. While the law traditionally required a
unanimous jury recommendation for death, changes in 2023
have allowed for decisions to proceed with an 8-4 jury vote. This
shift has sparked considerable debate, with concerns about its
implications for justice and fairness, particularly for marginalized
communities, as detailed by Legal Clarity.

Moreover, Florida has seen a shift in its execution methods.
Lethal injection has been the primary method since 2000,
replacing the electric chair due to constitutional concerns
surrounding cruelty. The legality of the drugs used has faced
challenges, and recent protocols have introduced etomidate as a
primary drug, stirring conversations about the humane aspects
of its application.

Calls for Clemency Amidst Controversy

As execution day looms, the Florida Conference of Catholic
Bishops has voiced a plea for Wainwright’s sentence to be
commuted to life in prison, stressing the humanity of second
chances and the potential for redemption. The ethical
implications surrounding the death penalty are underscored by

https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/executions/2025
https://legalclarity.org/florida-death-penalty-laws-criteria-methods-and-recent-changes/


Wainwright’s background, raising questions about cognitive
disabilities and the judicial system’s treatment of such cases.

With Wainwright’s execution on the horizon, sparking a renewed
debate on capital punishment, Floridians will be watching
closely. Amid tighter laws that simplify sentencing and the
ongoing national conversation about the merits of the death
penalty, Wainwright’s case is a stark reflection of the
complexities and controversies that face our justice system
today.
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