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Goat Farming and Solar Power Unite in
Saint-Amans-du-Pech!

M. Bonifay inaugurates solar-powered goat farming in Saint-
Amans-du-Pech, enhancing agriculture and energy

transition.

Saint-Amans-du-Pech, France - In a remarkable blend of
agriculture and renewable energy, a new initiative in Saint-
Amans-du-Pech is revolutionizing goat farming through solar
power. Celebrated during its inauguration on June 5, this project,
led by M. Bonifay, exemplifies the creative potential of
agrivoltaics—something that could very well change the future
of farming in the region. Notable attendees included local
mayors Bernard Regnard and Jean-Pierre Villeneuve, who joined
in recognizing the importance of this innovative approach to
local livestock farming and energy transition. La Dépêche
reports that the initiative combines solar energy production with
agricultural practices, aiming to promote both agricultural
performance and sustainable energy usage.

https://www.ladepeche.fr/2025/06/12/a-saint-amans-du-pech-on-eleve-les-chevres-au-solaire-12756567.php


The project has been spearheaded by Tenergie, a prominent
renewable energy operator that boasts nearly 1,900 solar plants
across France, totaling a remarkable 870 MWC capacity. What’s
particularly appealing about Tenergie’s model is its commitment
to benefiting farmers without hefty out-of-pocket expenses. The
company offers agricultural or industrial hangars free of charge
or takes on the renovation of existing roofs, providing a win-win
situation where farmers gain new structures while Tenergie
profits from the sale of the generated green electricity.

Details of the Energy-Farming Synergy

M. Bonifay’s installations are quite the feat. The facilities
include:

Hangar 1: 1,800 m², 343 kWC, operational since March
3, 2021 (goat barn).
Roof 1: 1,000 m², 200 kWC, operational from June 17,
2024 (hay storage).
Hangar 2: 1,152 m², 223 kWC, operational from June
17, 2024 (additional goat barn).
Hangar 3: 1,296 m², 266 kWC, construction planned for
Q4 2025 (equipment storage).

This significant investment is poised to produce about 1,260
MWH of solar energy annually, enough to meet the average
energy consumption of nearly 270 residents. This aligns
perfectly with the village’s goal of achieving energy positivity.
The agricultural innovation truly shines as it not only powers
local needs but also supports goat farming, which is essential for
the local community.

On a broader stage, the concept of agrivoltaics is gaining
traction. As noted by ENGIE Green, agrivoltaïsme maximizes
the benefits of solar energy while ensuring that agricultural
productivity continues unabated. The implementation in sectors
like viticulture shows how such systems can modify
microclimates to favor crop growth during harsh weather

https://pro.engie.fr/transition-energetique/conseils-et-actus/l-agrivoltaisme-une-alliance-entre-agriculture-et-energie-solaire


conditions. By utilizing solar hedges, farmers could potentially
reduce temperatures during heatwaves and protect their crops
from extreme weather.

Folks in the U.S. are catching on too. The National Renewable
Energy Laboratory identified 314 agrivoltaic projects by March
2023, showcasing a combined capacity exceeding 2.8 GW,
focusing heavily on livestock and pollinators coexisting with
solar farms. The vision of dual-use solar is to find innovative
methods for merging energy and food production on the same
land, sparking conversations about optimized agricultural
systems that do not merely coexist but thrive together.

The Path Forward

As we look ahead, it’s clear that the way we approach
agriculture and energy is evolving. With support from initiatives
like the Solar Energy Technologies Office, research
continues into how farming and solar energy can complement
each other. There’s something to be said for the ability to
diversify revenue for agricultural enterprises while embracing
renewable energy sources. The future seems bright—both
literally and metaphorically—where farmers adopt solar
technologies while still tending to the land.

The developments in Saint-Amans-du-Pech are more than a local
success; they’re part of a larger narrative encouraging
sustainable practices in agriculture that’s bubbling up around
the world. The partnership between local farmers and renewable
energy can indeed make a world of difference and inspire similar
models to unfold in various corners of the globe.
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