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Cardona&#039;s Absence Puts Atlético
Nacional&#039;s Finals Dream in

Jeopardy!
Edwin Cardona faces muscle fatigue ahead of Atlético
Nacional&#039;s crucial match against Independiente

Santa Fe. Team challenges deepen.

Medellín, Colombia - Edwin Cardona, a pivotal force for
Atlético Nacional, has recently sparked concern among fans and
management alike. The team faced a disappointing 2-1 defeat
against Santa Fe in Medellín during the semifinal quadrangulars,
leaving them with a precarious two points in group B. With their
futures in the finals hanging by a thread, the upcoming match
against Independiente Santa Fe is now a make-or-break
situation. A loss could knock Atlético Nacional out of the finals
contention altogether. 

Despite a solid contribution to the team, including a goal scored



against Santa Fe after missing a prior match due to physical
issues, Cardona will be missing in action for the crucial game
ahead against Independiente Santa Fe due to muscle fatigue in
his right leg. His absence is a significant blow; Atlético
Nacional’s win rate plummets from 60% with him to just 40%
when he’s sidelined, according to Infobae.

A Challenging Road for Cardona

At 31 years old, Edwin Cardona’s professional journey has been
a rollercoaster of challenges and accomplishments. His mother,
Paula Bedoya, recently shared poignant insights into her son’s
life in an interview with Gol Caracol. She remarked on the trials
he faced early on, underscoring the importance of family
support as they navigated difficult times. Cardona’s upbringing
forced him to show resilience, often attending training on foot
and sometimes without breakfast. His dedication has made him
a standout player in various clubs throughout his career,
including his current term at Atlético Nacional and his past stints
at Boca Juniors and Club Tijuana.

His recent return to Atlético Nacional, a club that feels like
home, has brought a sense of pride to his family. Paula
particularly highlighted the familial values that card away from
the field. More than being a successful athletic talent, Cardona is
characterized as a devoted father, son, and friend who takes
victories to heart and feels the sting of losses deeply.

Injury Woes for Atlético Nacional

The situation at Atlético Nacional grows more daunting not just
with Cardona’s injury. Other key players like Elkin Rivero and
Sebastián Guzmán are also unavailable, adding to the team’s
woes. Competing against Independiente Santa Fe, who
themselves are struggling with injuries to Iván Scarpeta, Alexis
Zapata, and Ángelo Rodríguez, heightens the stakes for both
teams. Each side must adapt quickly, with Santa Fe expected to
make several lineup changes to address their injuries.

https://www.infobae.com/colombia/deportes/2025/06/12/edwin-cardona-vuelve-a-preocupar-en-atletico-nacional-esto-paso-con-el-volante-previo-al-partido-frente-a-santa-fe/


The competitive nature of the league means every match
counts, and the pressure is palpable for both Atlético Nacional
and Santa Fe. The medical report for Santa Fe outlines their
injured players, indicating that they are unlikely to participate in
the upcoming match, much like Cardona. Harold Santiago
Mosquera is set to step up in place of Zapata, while Emanuel
Olivera is touted as a substitute for Scarpeta, showcasing the
ongoing adjustments each team must make.

Looking Ahead

Cardona’s dreams extend beyond just playing; he envisions a
future where he can give back to the sport through directing and
nurturing young talents at football schools. Reflecting on his
journey, he has expressed gratitude to Atlético Nacional for their
support throughout his career. Balancing ambition with the
highs and lows of professional sports can be tough, but
Cardona’s commitment to the game and his family remains
unwavering.

The clock is ticking for Atlético Nacional as they gear up for their
next match. Only time will tell if they can rally together to
secure a victory amidst adversity and whether Cardona will
overcome his injuries to make a significant impact once more.

For continuous updates on Edwin Cardona and Atlético Nacional,
check out Footystats for in-depth statistics and player profiles.
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