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Durango&#039;s Historic Lazaro
Cardenas Dam: A Lifeline After 79 Years

Discover the significance of the Lazaro Cardenas dam in
Durango, its history, current water capacity, and
agricultural impact.

El Palmito, Durango, Mexico - The Lazaro Cardenas Dam,
also familiarly known as ,,El Palmito,” represents not just a feat
of engineering, but also a linchpin in the agricultural, industrial,
and livestock sectors of Durango. Inaugurated on October 6,
1946, by President Manuel Avila Camacho, the dam celebrated
its historical contribution recently, marking nearly 79 years of
continuous service to the region. Its grand opening witnhessed a
remarkable gathering of about 20,000 farmers and was graced
by the presence of former President Lazaro Cardenas himself,
who played a crucial role in post-Revolution Mexicos‘ agrarian
reforms. The Lazaro Cardenas Dam is recognized as Durango’s
oldest and largest dam, a status firmly cemented by the decade-
long construction that ran up approximately 70 million pesos in



costs.

This vital infrastructure was originally planned for the Cafén de
Fernandez but found a more suitable home at El Palmito, located
across the municipalities of Indé and EIl Oro. While the original
plans included a hydroelectric component that did not
materialize, modifications made in 1972 extended its
capabilities and ensured it continued to serve its purpose
efficiently. The dam’s significant role in providing water is
underscored by current reports indicating it operates at just 40%
of its storage capacity, which translates to about
767,774,000,000 cubic meters of water.

Current Condition and Agricultural
Implications

The current state of the Lazaro Cardenas Dam has raised
concerns among local farmers, especially with the upcoming
agricultural cycle on the horizon. Governor José Rosas Aispuro
Torres has reassured that the available water is sufficient to
secure the agricultural season, emphasizing the expected
increase in water levels due to anticipated rains in September
and October. Much hope rests on these rains, particularly in the
northwest and northern regions of Durango, where the need for
water is keenly felt. Aispuro remains optimistic, stating that the
meteorological analyses suggest a positive outlook for rainfall,
essential for stabilizing the dam’s water levels.

Moreover, efforts are underway to engage in cloud seeding to
enhance rainfall, a technique the governor has discussed with
the Secretary of Agriculture at the federal level. The semi-desert
areas and the Laguna region are identified as critical zones that
particularly require increased precipitation to sustain their
agricultural endeavors. These actions highlight not just the
dam’s historical significance but its ongoing role in ensuring
food security for the local population.



Water Resources Management in Mexico

Understanding the broader context of water management is
essential, especially considering that agriculture claims a
staggering 76.8% of water withdrawals across Mexico. This
demand underscores the strategic importance of structures like
the Lazaro Cardenas Dam, which is not just a water source but
part of a larger framework dealing with water management
challenges, including overexploitation and pollution. The
nation’s historical context regarding water began as early as the
1930s, leading to comprehensive policies aimed at sustainable
use and fair distribution. Unfortunately, this landscape is
complicated by climate change, which is expected to exacerbate
water scarcity issues, particularly affecting arid regions where
agricultural activities are vital.

With a total of 667 large dams across the nation, they
collectively hold a storage capacity of 150 billion cubic meters.
The Lazaro Cardenas Dam serves as a vital piece in this intricate
puzzle of water resources, where the balance between
agricultural needs and environmental sustainability remains
critical.

As we look ahead, the story of the Lazaro Cardenas Dam is not
just one of the past but of ongoing challenges and aspirations
for the future of Durango’s agricultural heart. Its legacy
continues to influence the region, and as the seasons change,
the dam’s fate remains deeply intertwined with the lifeblood of
the communities it serves.
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