
15. Juni 2025

Messi Struggles in Club World Cup
Debut: Will Inter Miami Prevail?

Lionel Messi&#039;s Inter Miami draws 0-0 with Al-Ahly in
the Club World Cup opener; concerns rise ahead of tougher

matches.

Hard Rock Stadium, Florida, USA - The 2025 Club World Cup
kicked off with high expectations for the American side, Inter
Miami, yet their journey began on a rocky note. The opening
match on June 14 against Al-Ahly ended in a rather
disappointing 0-0 draw. Reports from Defensa Central indicate
that Inter Miami struggled throughout the match, leaving fans
wondering about the team’s competitiveness in this prestigious
tournament.

Lionel Messi, the iconic player for Inter Miami, found himself
underwhelming on the pitch, raising doubts about his form and
the team’s overall capabilities against fierce competitors. Coach
Javier Mascherano emphasized the need for Miami to position
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Messi effectively to enhance their attack in the remaining
matches. The upcoming challenge promises to be tougher, as
they are set to face a European rival next, following their draw.

Messi’s Recent Performance

Messi’s year has been quite a mixed bag so far. Participating in
the Club World Cup, he’s had a challenging first half in the MLS,
playing less than expected. According to ESPN, the legendary
number 10 has featured in 24 matches for Miami and two for
Argentina, often hindered by injuries. His minutes this year tally
up to 1,952, during which he scored 17 goals and dished out 7
assists, contributing to an impressive total of 24 goals, far
exceeding early predictions of just 13 interventions.

Interestingly, Messi has taken 109 shots this year, averaging
over four attempts per game, spotlighting his relentless drive to
find the back of the net. His passing accuracy stands at a
commendable 80.8%, having completed 53 key passes and 76
successful dribbles. Despite some injury woes, including a
missed double matchday with Argentina due to an adductor
issue, he managed to make his presence felt in key moments.

Inter Miami’s Future Matches

Looking ahead, Inter Miami’s path in the Club World Cup sees
them lined up against Porto on June 19 at Mercedes-Benz
Stadium in Atlanta, followed by a clash with Palmeiras on June
23 back at Hard Rock Stadium. As per NBC Sports, Miami is
seen as a strong contender for the MLS title, bolstered by
Messi’s recent return to form, scoring regularly after a bout of
fatigue earlier in the season.

In the current season, he’s accumulated notable stats, including
38 goals and 20 assists over 45 games in all competitions. This
season alone, Messi has already notched up two goals and two
assists in just three MLS matches. With Major League Soccer
boasting fierce competitors like FC Cincinnati and LAFC, all eyes
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will be on Messi to see if he can elevate Miami’s game to the
next level.

The world is watching as Inter Miami tries to navigate through
this Club World Cup saga. Can they regroup and shine on the
global stage? Fans and experts alike are eager for answers as
the tournament unfolds.
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