09. Juni 2025

Warner Bros Discovery to Split: A Bold
Move for Streaming Success!

Warner Bros Discovery plans to split into two publicly
traded companies by mid-2026, enhancing focus on
streaming and TV.
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City, Country - Warner Bros Discovery has a big transformation
ahead, announcing plans to split into two publicly traded
companies by mid-2026. This move aims to enhance
competitiveness in the ever-evolving entertainment landscape.
The split will separate their streaming and film production
businesses from traditional television channels, a strategy that’s
been in the works for some time.

The first entity, called Streaming & Studios, will include well-
known names like Warner Bros. Television, Warner Bros. Motion
Picture Group, DC Studios, HBO, and HBO Max. David Zaslav will
take the reins as president and CEO of this new division. As for
the other half, named Global Networks, it will encompass major



entertainment, sports, and news channels, including CNN, TNT
Sports, and Discovery. Gunnar Wiedenfels will lead this division
as president and CEO. This separation is expected to provide
better focus and strategic flexibility to compete effectively,
according to Finect.

Driving Forces Behind the Split

The decision to divide the company sprouted from increased
investor pressure and significant changes within the TV industry.
Zaslav has voiced that this split is not a change in strategy but
rather a way to unlock the potential of both businesses.
Investors will now have the chance to invest specifically in HBO
Max, free from the baggage of cable channels, which have seen
better days. In fact, CNN Espanol highlights that the cable
networks still generate substantial profits and boast a global
audience.

Interestingly, three years after the merger of Discovery and
Time Warner, Warner Bros. Discovery’s stock has seen better
days, with drops of around 50% since the merger. However,
shares saw a boost of more than 8% during morning trading
right after the announcement of the split. This split is seen as a
significant opportunity amidst a backdrop where the streaming
market is exploding, notwithstanding the declining cable
subscriptions. As an added bonus, it is structured to be a tax-
free transaction, making it a smoother process for shareholders.

Financial Moves and Future Prospects

To support the split, Warner Bros Discovery is not skimping on
financial planning. They are launching public acquisition offers
and consent requests to strengthen their debt portfolio, backed
by a substantial $17.5 billion bridge credit line from J.P. Morgan.
The intent here is clear: to ensure a robust financial base before
the big split takes place. Both divisions are eager to explore
investment opportunities that could boost shareholder value.
Wiedenfels emphasized how the separation would solidify each
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company and lay the groundwork for future growth.

With the growing competitive landscape, it’s not just Warner
Bros Discovery making strategic shifts. Other companies like
Comcast are also looking to restructure, indicating that the
media industry is in a state of flux. Moreover, Fox Business
notes that WBD’s cable TV units could even align with Comcast’s
new spinoff, allowing for potential partnerships down the line.

As Warner Bros Discovery gears up for this significant transition,
both divisions appear keen to carve out their niches in a rapidly
changing media world. The following years will be crucial as they
navigate these changes while aiming to maximize shareholder
and viewer satisfaction alike. There’s certainly something to be
said for agility and adaptability in business, and Warner Bros
Discovery is stepping forward with a bold vision for the future.
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