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Simphiwe Ndlela Shines as Nokwanda in
Mzansi&#039;s New Drama  Ithonga !
Explore the story of Simphiwe Ndlela, a rising star in

Mzansi Magic&#039;s &quot;iThonga,&quot; premiering
March 3, 2025, at 8:30 PM.

KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa - In an exciting development for
local television, „Ithonga“ has captured the spotlight as a new
drama series on Mzansi Magic. Set to premiere on March 3, the
show promises a rich narrative that explores themes like love,
brotherhood, and the complex ties between twins, all under the
backdrop of KwaZulu-Natal’s vibrant culture. Notably, the series
focuses on twin brothers Banele and Sanele, who, despite their
divergent paths, are inextricably linked by fate.

Simphiwe Ndlela, a talented 29-year-old actor from Lundi, plays
the role of Nokwanda in this much-anticipated series. He will
appear on screen at 8:30 PM on weekdays, captivating
audiences with his portrayal. Having faced many challenges on



his journey to acting, he credits his upbringing as a pivotal
reason for his success during auditions. In his words, acting is
more than just a job; it’s about conveying vital lessons to
viewers. Simphiwe elaborates that he feels fortunate to be part
of such a significant production that tackles pressing issues like
business disputes and financial conflicts.

The Heart of „Ithonga“

„Ithonga,“ directed by Shirley Adonisi, is being hailed as a game-
changer in South African television. Adonisi notes that the show
delves deep into the unique bond between twins, highlighting
their protective instincts and the struggles each faces in carving
out their individual identities. Bonko Khoza, a key member of the
cast, emphasizes the authenticity of the storyline, which is
rooted in IsiZulu culture. This cultural context adds a layer of
depth that resonates with viewers, making it an experience not
just for entertainment but one of reflection on familial ties.

Simphiwe’s journey into the world of acting hasn’t come without
its hardships. Initially pursuing a degree in Auditing at Durban
University of Technology (DUT), he faced skepticism from his
parents about his passion for acting. However, it was here that
he realized his true calling. His experiences in various acting
scenes around Durban, particularly at Playhouse, helped him
hone his skills significantly. He acknowledges the importance of
learning from seasoned actors—his mentors like Ayanda
Borotho, Bonko Khoza, and Menzi Biyela have played crucial
roles in shaping his approach to the craft.

Acting Beyond the Script

Simphiwe recalls the moment he stepped in front of the camera
while acting in Zalo, acknowledging the daunting challenge of
remembering lines. Yet, with perseverance, he carved out a
niche for himself and aims to inspire youth, especially those
from rural backgrounds, proving that dreams can be achieved
through determination. His character, Nokwanda, is set to



evolve throughout the series, with plenty of exciting twists and
turns on the horizon.

With its blend of heartfelt storytelling and cultural authenticity,
„Ithonga“ is poised to resonate deeply with its audience when it
premieres on Mzansi Magic. The show’s exploration of pivotal
themes—ranging from brotherly ties to the impact of external
forces like construction mafias—offers something for everyone.
As viewers settle in for a thrilling ride, one thing is for sure: the
connection between the characters and their journeys will
continue to leave a profound impact. For more insights, check
out Isolezwe and Actor Spaces.
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