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Local Legislator Manny Abarca Charged
Amid Domestic Dispute Crisis

Jackson County Legislator Manny Abarca faces domestic
battery charges amid family disputes, with his son recently

found safe.

Shawnee, Kansas, United States - The recent legal troubles
surrounding Jackson County Legislator Manny Abarca have left
many in the community both concerned and curious. Abarca
faces serious charges in relation to domestic violence and the
well-being of his two-year-old son. News from Northeast News
reports that Abarca was criminally charged in Kansas City
Municipal Court for violating a protection order. Additionally, he
is facing misdemeanor charges in Johnson County for domestic
battery connected to a physical altercation with his wife.

Shawnee police confirmed that both Abarca and his son were
found safe after a brief period of concern when they were
reported missing by Abarca’s wife on May 28. She indicated that

https://northeastnews.net/pages/jackson-county-legislator-and-son-reported-safe-manny-abarca-faces-charges-in-2-counties/


their son has since been returned to her care. Abarca was
booked into county jail but quickly released on a $1,500
personal recognizance bond.

Details of the Charges

In a court appearance reported by KSHB, Abarca pleaded not
guilty to the count of domestic battery. According to the
charges, he allegedly made rude physical contact with his wife
on May 29, an incident his attorneys claim arose from a dispute
over child custody, though they insist the incident did not
become physical. A further complication lies in Abarca’s
violation of a protection order, which mandates he refrain from
returning their child to his wife. This issue will be addressed in a
civil hearing scheduled for Monday.

The next court date for Abarca is set for July 9 at 1:30 p.m.,
which will take place via video conference. In response to the
situation, Abarca has expressed his love for his children, hoping
for a quick resolution to these troubling matters.

Broader Implications of Domestic Violence

The situation surrounding Abarca’s legal challenges highlights a
sobering reality in the United States regarding domestic
violence. As outlined by research cited by RCDV:CPC, domestic
violence continues to affect millions of families each year, with
significant implications for children involved. Such issues extend
beyond individual cases, impacting child protection, custody,
and support systems. It is essential to recognize that
understanding domestic violence is a multi-faceted issue that
requires input from various fields including social work,
psychology, and public health.

Back at the local level, Jackson County Legislature Chairman
DaRon McGee has acknowledged Abarca’s arrest, emphasizing
the need for due process. Interestingly, the county’s charter
does not provide clear penalties for elected officials convicted of

https://www.kshb.com/news/local-news/jaxco-legislator-manny-abarca-pleads-not-guilty-in-joco-domestic-battery-case
https://rcdvcpc.org/prevalence-statistics-home.html


a crime, continuing to raise questions about accountability and
governance in the face of such serious allegations.

As the legal proceedings unfold, the community watches closely.
With the next court date rapidly approaching, the outcome of
this case could have lasting implications for Abarca, his family,
and the Jackson County Legislature as a whole.
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