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Taxpayer Funds Under Fire: Frank
White&#039;s Controversial Recall

Spending!
Jackson County faces ethical concerns as County Executive

Frank White uses taxpayer funds amid a recall effort.
Residents file a lawsuit.

Jackson County, Missouri, USA - Concerns about the ethical
management of taxpayer dollars have come to a head in Jackson
County as the implications of a recall election involving County
Executive Frank White unfold. A recent report highlights that
White has spent a considerable $868.90 of public money to
obtain records connected to this controversial recall effort,
stirring up discontent among local legislators and residents
alike. According to NewsBreak, White’s office defended this
expenditure by citing the need for clarity amid ongoing legal
concerns surrounding the recall process.

https://www.newsbreak.com/kshb-41-action-news-563657/4102678799131-report-frank-white-spent-taxpayer-money-to-obtain-recall-related-records


In May, the County Executive requested essential documents
from multiple election boards, aimed at addressing the
escalating political tension. The Kansas City Board of Election
Commissioners charged $200 for its part, while the Jackson
County Election Board demanded a hefty $668.90 for scanning
and redacting over 3,000 pages. White has stated he will not
reimburse these costs, consistently asserting his authority under
the Jackson County Charter, which allows him to enforce laws
and investigate matters pertinent to the county’s governance.

Legal Developments

Adding another layer of complexity, four residents from Jackson
County recently filed a lawsuit to initiate a recall election against
White. The legal action, orchestrated by attorney Phil LeVota,
seeks to have the election held within 60 days of June 27, 2025.
Named as defendants are White, Jackson County legislative
leaders, and various election officials. As reported by KSHB, the
Jackson County Legislature is planning a recall vote for August
26, well within the timeframe set by the plaintiffs. However, this
timeline raises eyebrows, as Shawn Kieffer, Director of the
Kansas City Election Board, noted that his office typically needs
at least 70 days to prepare for such an event.

White has rejected allegations that the recall effort is anything
but politically motivated, arguing it stems from his handling of
the controversial April 2024 stadium sales tax vote. He claims
the plaintiffs are more interested in personal power than in the
county’s best interests. Meanwhile, across the political aisle,
Legislator Sean Smith has called for an investigation into White
for potential misuse of government resources during this
politically charged climate.

Public Accountability and Ethics

A thread that runs through this entire saga is the pressing need
for public officials to demonstrate accountability. As noted in
discussions about local government ethics, citizens today expect

https://www.kshb.com/news/local-news/several-jackson-county-residents-file-lawsuit-over-recall-election-of-county-executive-frank-white


their leaders to adhere to high standards and make transparent
decisions about the use of public funds. Trust in local
government, despite overall dissatisfaction with broader
governmental institutions, remains crucial for community
cohesion. In these turbulent times, best practices for ethical
governance include ensuring transparency in spending and
maintaining open lines of communication with constituents, as
emphasized by insights from GovPilot.

The vocal concerns of Jackson County legislators, such as
Chairman DaRon McGee and Legislator Donna Peyton, reinforce
this sentiment. They have publicly criticized White’s spending as
an inappropriate use of taxpayer money for political
maneuvering, urging the establishment of clearer policies to
prevent such misuses in the future. As the community gears up
for what could be a pivotal recall election, the questions are
mounting: Who is accountable? How will these ethical concerns
shape local governance? And most importantly, what will it take
for trust to be rebuilt in Jackson County’s leadership?
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