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Alder Springs Fire Grows to 450 Acres,
Residents on Evacuation Alert

Alder Springs Fire erupts in Jefferson County, Oregon,
threatening the Lake Billy Chinook area; evacuation alerts

issued.

Jefferson County, Oregon, USA - In a stark reminder of the
wildfire risks that can flare up suddenly, the Alder Springs Fire,
officially designated as Incident 291, ignited on the morning of
June 16, 2025. The fire broke out in the Crooked River National
Grassland, located in southern Jefferson County, where quick
action was essential to contain its rapid spread.

Initial reports placed the size of the fire at a modest 18 acres,
but by 1 p.m., that estimate ballooned to a staggering 450
acres. According to KTVZ News, the blaze ignited shortly before
10 a.m. and is currently burning through grass, brush, and snags
near Whychus Creek and Dry Falls, just west of the Deschutes
River.

https://ktvz.com/news/fire-alert/2025/06/16/new-fire-fought-in-jefferson-county-area-by-lake-billy-chinook-put-under-level-1-be-set-evacuation-alert/


Evacuation Alerts and Response

The situation has prompted local authorities to issue a Level 1
BE READY pre-evacuation notice for residents near Lake Billy
Chinook, signaling the need for vigilance and preparedness.
Firefighting teams have responded with appropriate resources,
including two engines, rappellers, a helicopter, and an array of
additional air tankers on standby.

The fire’s cause remains undetermined, with incident details
provided by JSONline. The currently affected area is part of a
rich ecological landscape known as the Blue Mountains
ecoregion, which plays host to various protected zones including
the Crooked River National Grassland and the Deschutes Canyon-
Steelhead Falls Wilderness Study Area.

Community Impact and Status

Notably, the Alder Springs area supports a small population of
approximately 305 residents. The community faces unique
challenges related to its geographical isolation, evident in
statistics where only 0.33% of residents are estimated to not
have a vehicle. Furthermore, around 20.66% of the community
lives with disabilities, highlighting the need for efficient
emergency response.

Overall, the wildfire threat this season has been significant, as
noted by the Oregon Department of Forestry, which is
closely monitoring wildfires across the state. Their statistics
cover an expansive area of 16 million acres and track both
lightning and human-caused fires to better understand and
combat the ongoing risks.

As night falls and firefighting efforts continue, KTVZ News
promises ongoing updates. For now, residents are urged to stay
alert and prepared, as the wind can change rapidly, and fires
can be unpredictable. As we look toward a proactive approach,
community awareness and readiness stand as our best line of

https://data.jsonline.com/fires/0291-alder-springs/dcd43da0-062b-4aa4-ab34-4291a43315d7/
https://www.oregon.gov/ODF/Fire/Pages/FireStats.aspx


defense against wildfires.
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