06. Juni 2025

FAMU Trustees Approve Marva
Johnson&#039;s $650K Presidential
Contract

Florida A&amp;M University trustees approved Marva
Johnson&#039;s five-year contract, starting August 1, with
a $650,000 salary and incentives.

NEWS RG

Leon County, Florida, USA - Florida A&M University (FAMU) is
embarking on a new chapter with the recent approval of a five-
year contract for its presidential-elect, Marva Johnson. Approved
by a decisive majority of eight trustees, the contract lays out a
salary of $650,000—%$100,000 shy of Johnson’s initial request.
Yet, she is poised for a future ripe with potential, which is
definitely worth talking about. The deal includes retention
bonuses and performance incentives that could see her fetching
an extra $86,000 in annual compensation, should her
achievements be deemed exceptional, according to WCTV.


https://www.wctv.tv/2025/06/06/five-year-contract-650k-salary-president-elect-marva-johnson-approved-by-famu-trustees/

Johnson’s official start date is set for August 1, pending a rubber
stamp from the Florida Board of Governors, which will meet on
June 18. In the meantime, the ground is buzzing with
anticipation considering her strategic relocation package of
$25,000 to cover moving expenses to the university president’s
residence, where she will enjoy a rent-free living arrangement.
There’s something to be said for a good deal like that!

Playing the Numbers

It’s not just about the salary; Johnson’s contract offers a 3%
annual salary increase throughout her tenure—a plan meant to
entice her long-term dedication to FAMU. This possibly explains
why board member Nicole Washington, who endorsed Johnson,
was granted the authority to negotiate this contract, straying
from usual procedures. However, this approval didn’t come
without its share of controversy. A budget amendment by the
FAMU Foundation Board of Directors has been postponed due to
ongoing concerns about the substantial salary.

In a comparative lens, Johnson’s proposed compensation is
notably higher than past presidents at FAMU, including Larry
Robinson and Timothy Beard, who were receiving $451,711 and
$400,000 respectively. This salary leap reflects a shifting
landscape in educational leadership, one where institutions are
looking to attract high-caliber talent. Many alumni are voicing
discontent, alleging political favoritism and questioning
Johnson’s qualifications.

Contextual Comparisons

Interestingly, while FAMU’s board is deciding on Johnson’s fate,
just a week prior, the University of Florida (UF) announced its
own new leadership appointment. Dr. Santa Ono secured a
staggering compensation package worth $15 million over five
years, which includes an annual base salary of $1.5 million,
among other lucrative benefits, as reported by Rams Wire.


https://theramswire.usatoday.com/story/news/education/2025/05/29/dr-santa-ono-contract-as-president-of-university-of-florida/83918571007/

This disparity in compensation reflects broader trends across
Florida’s higher education landscape, where the competition for
top executives is heating up. Each university appears to be in a
bidding war, hoping to secure presidential candidates who can
lead them into a new era of academic and operational
excellence.

As discussions unfold about Johnson’s contract and the future of
FAMU, stakeholders from all corners of the community will be
keenly watching. The university is standing at a crossroads, and
with new leadership in sight, pressure is mounting for Johnson to
deliver. Whether she can bridge the gap between her impressive
compensation and the expectations of alumni and trustees alike
remains to be seen.
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