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Leon County Deputy Arrested for
Smuggling Tobacco into Jail

A Leon County deputy has been charged with introducing
contraband into jail, leading to an ongoing internal

investigation.

Leon County, Florida, USA - In a troubling development for
the Leon County Sheriff’s Office, Deputy Chauncy Riggsby has
been charged with a misdemeanor for bringing contraband into
the Leon County Detention Facility. The incident unfolded on July
9 during a routine safety inspection, when a search of Riggsby
revealed unauthorized tobacco products in his possession.
Following this revelation, Riggsby was taken into custody, and
he now faces serious implications for his actions.

Riggsby, a 24-year-old who has been with the Leon County
Sheriff’s Office since 2021, has been placed on administrative
leave while an internal affairs investigation is conducted. The
routine inspection, conducted at approximately 6:15 p.m., aimed



to uphold safety standards within the facility. Unfortunately, it
highlighted a significant lapse in judgment by a member of the
force. The introduction of contraband, especially items like
tobacco, reflects a broader concern regarding safety protocols in
correctional institutions, as noted by Tallahassee.com.

The Broader Issue of Contraband in
Correctional Facilities

Contraband issues are not isolated to just one facility or
incident. Across the nation, correctional facilities are grappling
with the growing threat of contraband entering their walls.
According to the National Institute of Justice, these facilities are
at risk of receiving dangerous items such as weapons, drugs,
and even cell phones, often delivered by drones. The increasing
use of technology in smuggling operations poses new challenges
for law enforcement and correctional staff striving to maintain
safety.

The NIJ emphasizes that current methods for detecting
contraband vary widely. While portable handheld devices can
identify contraband on individuals, they often prove time-
consuming. In contrast, more advanced walk-through scanners
are faster but come with a higher price tag. The recent incident
involving Riggsby underscores the need for vigilance and
improved methods at facilities like Leon County Detention,
especially as technologies for smuggling evolve.

Focusing specifically on tobacco, which remains a common
contraband item, highlights how even the smallest infractions
can lead to larger issues within the jail system. Riggsby’s actions
raise alarming questions about the oversight and effectiveness
of contraband detection at correctional facilities, which must be
fortified against a multitude of threats, including drones that
deliver contraband with increasing sophistication.

As Leon County navigates this challenge, the need for
comprehensive strategies and technologies to combat

https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/local/2025/07/10/leon-sheriffs-office-arrests-jail-guard-for-contraband-tobacco/84538728007/


contraband continues to grow. The goal is clear: making
correctional facilities safer for both staff and inmates while
dismantling the network of individuals willing to compromise the
integrity of the system.

In this case, Deputy Riggsby’s charge serves as a stark reminder
of the vulnerabilities that can exist in any institution. While the
internal investigation unfolds, it could lead to broader
discussions on the policies and frameworks in place governing
the conduct of law enforcement personnel within jails.

For further insights on addressing contraband threats, check out
the in-depth articles provided by NIJ.
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