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Leon County Faces Measles Risk:
Declining Vaccination Rates Alarm

Experts
Leon County reports a second measles case amid concerns

over vaccination rates; experts emphasize the need for
renewed immunization efforts.

Leon County, Florida, USA - In Leon County, Florida, the
recent emergence of a second case of measles has raised
eyebrows and concerns about public health. The latest reported
case involves a teenager who contracted the disease at an
unknown location. According to WCTV, the Florida Department
of Health is actively tracking these cases to prevent further
spread.

Professor George Rust from FSU College of Medicine, who heads
the Center of Medicine and Public Health, has played a pivotal
role in managing public health concerns regarding measles

https://www.wctv.tv/2025/07/08/fsu-professor-measles-outbreak-unlikely-leon-county-vaccination-rates-cause-concern/


outbreaks. Rust acknowledges that, thankfully, local officials
have effectively contained the disease, curtailing further
dissemination following the initial case. Interestingly, health
archives reveal that Leon County has not seen a measles case
since at least 2004, making this recent uptick particularly
alarming.

The Vaccination Challenge

While the situation appears manageable for now, Rust has
voiced worries about declining vaccination rates in the
community. He points out the importance of vaccinations,
stating that a two-shot measles vaccine offers a remarkable
97% lifetime immunity. It’s sobering to think that many doctors
in America might not have even encountered a measles case
during their training. With such critical information at hand, one
has to wonder how this affects the attitudes people have toward
vaccinations.

Looking more broadly, the data from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention shows that as of December 31, 2024,
there were 285 measles cases reported across 33 jurisdictions in
the U.S. Of these cases, a staggering 89% involved individuals
who were unvaccinated or had an unknown vaccination status.
The CDC further highlights that 69% of these cases were tied to
outbreaks, emphasizing the growing trend of measles
resurgence.

Age distribution reveals that children under five years old
account for 42% of the cases, a striking statistic given that
measles can have severe health consequences, including
hospitalizations. In 2024, 40% of all measles cases resulted in
hospitalization, underscoring the critical need for vigilant public
health measures.

A Global Perspective

The alarm bells are not just ringing in Florida. Around the world,

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html


the threat of measles is escalating, with the World Health
Organization reporting a dire situation. In 2022, approximately
9 million cases of measles were estimated globally, leading to
136,000 deaths, primarily among children. An alarming 18%
increase in cases compared to the previous year was noted,
alongside a 43% surge in fatalities.

In this context, it’s no surprise that measles vaccination
coverage is faltering, particularly in low-income countries, where
only 66% of children are vaccinated. This highlights a crucial
point: without urgent investment in vaccination campaigns and
improved surveillance, the cycle of outbreaks may not only
continue but worsen.

In light of these developments, communities must recognize the
importance of maintaining high vaccination rates. As public
health experts urge action, it’s clear that a united front is
essential to mitigate both local and global measles threats. It
seems there’s much to be done to safeguard our children and
communities from preventable diseases.
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