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Leon County Gears Up for the Historic
2026 Cross Country Championships!

Leon County prepares for the 2026 World Athletics Cross
Country Championships, set for January 10th at Apalachee
Regional Park, promising significant economic impact and

global participation.

Apalachee Regional Park, Tallahassee, Florida, USA - Leon
County is gearing up for a momentous occasion as it prepares to
host the 2026 World Athletics Cross Country Championships at
the scenic Apalachee Regional Park on January 10, 2026. This
marks a significant return of the global championships to the
United States, the first since they were held in Boston in 1992.
The excitement surrounding this event is palpable, as Leon
County Commissioners recently received updates on the
extensive preparations underway. With an estimated 10,000
spectators expected to attend, the economic impact is projected
to reach approximately $4.5 million, heralding a boost for local
businesses and the community at large, as reported by WFSU.

https://news.wfsu.org/wfsu-local-news/2025-06-12/leon-county-is-continuing-its-prep-for-the-2026-world-athletics-cross-country-championships


Kerri Post, Director of the Leon County Division of Tourism,
emphasized the uniqueness of the event, stating that it aims to
„welcome the world to Florida.“ Planning for this championship
kicked off after Leon County was awarded the prestigious bid in
2022, setting the stage for a major international spectacle. In
fact, alongside tourism funding, the county has allocated
$500,000 from its budget to support this endeavor, with
additional resources anticipated as more details unfold,
including ticket sales and sponsorship opportunities.

Historic Significance and Participation

Apalachee Regional Park has long been recognized as a premier
venue for running events, hosting a variety of competitions from
local meets to national levels. Notably, it was the site of the FSU
Invite/Pre-Nationals meet in October 2021, showcasing its
readiness for high-caliber events. This will be the third
occurrence of the World Athletics Cross Country Championships
in the U.S., following events held in New Jersey (1984) and
Boston (1992). Over 550 runners from more than 60 countries
are expected to compete in five official races, highlighting the
global nature of the event. Leon County Commission Chairman
Bill Proctor expressed pride in hosting, celebrating both the
competitive and economic advantages this championship will
bring to the area, as detailed by Tallahassee.com.

Jakob Larsen, the Director of Competition and Events for World
Athletics, has praised the passion that fueled Tallahassee’s
winning bid, emphasizing the enthusiasm for this prestigious
gathering of athletes. To further enhance the experience, the
cross-country course at Apalachee Regional Park will undergo
modifications to ensure it meets the high standards expected of
such an event, further driven by the collaborative efforts of Leon
County Parks & Recreation, Florida State University, and the Gulf
Winds Track Club.

Echoes of Economic Value

https://www.tallahassee.com/story/sports/2022/07/15/2026-world-cross-country-championships-florida-leon-tallahassee-apalachee-regional-park/10066754002/


Major sporting events like these are often lauded for their
economic benefits, but recent trends show a shift toward
understanding their broader impact on communities. According
to insights from SportsPro, the upcoming championships are
part of a larger conversation about sustainability and community
engagement. For example, the 2023 World Athletics
Championships in Budapest attracted an impressive total
attendance of over 404,000, showcasing how hosting these
events can create a lasting legacy. As stakeholders assess the
value of such competitions, new frameworks emphasize not just
economic gains but also social and environmental factors that
reflect a more holistic impact.

With the rise of interest in sustainability among athletics fans,
it’s clear that events like the World Athletics Cross Country
Championships are about more than just competition. They
serve as platforms for communities to come together, to foster
pride, and to showcase their unique charm. For Leon County,
this is a golden opportunity to shine on the international stage
and make a lasting impression on the world.
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