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Leon County Plans Town Hall to Discuss
Lake Munson Restoration Progress

Leon County leaders discuss Lake Munson restoration and
pedestrian safety upgrades at a town hall on June 11,

2025.

Woodville Hwy, Natural Bridge Rd, Tallahassee, FL, USA -
Leon County is stepping up efforts to restore Lake Munson after
gaining support from the community. Recently, neighbors
successfully appealed to county commissioners to organize a
town hall meeting focused on restoration projects for the lake.
This development comes on the heels of a county meeting
where further pedestrian safety upgrades were also approved,
enhancing safety for residents in the area.

County Stormwater Management Coordinator Anna Padilla
shared encouraging news about water quality improvements at
Lake Munson. However, not everyone is convinced. Neighbor
Max Epstein raised concerns about rising nutrient concentrations



and has called for a meeting with state agencies like the Fish
and Wildlife Commission and the Department of Environmental
Protection to discuss the restoration plan. The commissioners
have agreed to facilitate this meeting, showcasing their
willingness to engage with both scientific data and community
input regarding the project.

Pedestrian Safety Enhancements

Besides the lake restoration efforts, there was also good news
for local commuters. At that same meeting, commissioners
approved pedestrian safety enhancements that will significantly
improve traffic conditions. A new traffic light and a northbound
left turn lane are set to be added at the busy intersection of
Woodville Highway and Natural Bridge Road. The estimated cost
for these upgrades is $1.31 million, with $210,000 coming from
Leon County funds and $1.1 million funded by the Florida
Department of Transportation.

The county is looking to take further measures as well, including
installing school zone speed enforcement devices, which will
impose fines of $100 for exceeding the speed limit by more than
10 mph during school hours. A draft ordinance for this speed
enforcement initiative is expected to be presented at the
county’s September meeting, showing a commitment to
ensuring the safety of students and residents alike. Additional
traffic safety studies will also be conducted on Woodville
Highway and Apalachee Parkway to continue improving
commuter conditions.

The Ongoing Restoration Journey

The Leon County Lake Munson Restoration Project has been
active amid ongoing environmental challenges since the
summer of 2022. According to information from the Leon County
Water website, the project was initiated to tackle issues such as
algal blooms, low oxygen levels, and invasive vegetation, which
have plagued the lake. The Board of County Commissioners



approved the Lake Munson Action Plan on October 11, 2022,
with modifications made in March 2023, highlighting the
county’s proactive stance in improving lake conditions.

Immediate actions from this plan include a temporary drawdown
of the lake water level to manage the existing problems.
Enhanced water quality monitoring and aerial surveys of the
lake bottom are part of a comprehensive approach aimed at
ensuring long-term improvements. Remarkably, since the early
1970s, water quality in Lake Munson has improved significantly,
with reductions in nitrogen and phosphorus levels, allowing
Munson Slough to finally meet nutrient-based water quality
standards for the first time in decades.

Controversies remain, however. Epstein’s data suggests that
despite these improvements, there are still concerns about
nutrient loading in the lake. The Florida Department of
Environmental Protection has been involved, underscoring the
importance of collaboration between the county and state
agencies to navigate these challenges effectively. The ongoing
dialogue between stakeholders emphasizes a collective desire to
not only improve water quality but also enhance the overall
health of the lake’s ecosystem.

As the community gears up for the planned town hall, there’s a
palpable sense of hope and urgency. Lake Munson’s restoration
is not just about environmental stewardship; it’s also about
enhancing the quality of life for residents. With careful planning
and community engagement, the vision for a cleaner, safer Lake
Munson is well within reach.
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