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New Program Offers Terminally llI
Inmates Peaceful End-of-Life Care

Leon County initiates a hospice program for terminally ill
inmates, ensuring dignified end-of-life care at the
Detention Facility.
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Leon County, Florida, USA - The Leon County Sheriff’s Office
(LCSO) and Big Bend Hospice have recently taken a
commendable step towards compassion in the correctional
system by launching a new program aimed at providing
terminally ill inmates with a peaceful and dignified end to their
lives. Terminally ill inmates will have a dedicated room in the
Detention Facility, especially designed for those who have
approximately one week left to live. This new initiative, detailed
by WTXL, marks a significant shift away from prior practices
where these inmates were often placed in the standard medical
unit and transported to hospitals as needed.

The program supplements traditional inmate care with a robust
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support system, including chaplain resources and music
therapy, fostering a more tranquil environment suited for their
final moments. Each participant in the hospice initiative will
receive attention from a multifaceted care team made up of a
medical doctor, nurse, social worker, and music therapist. This
holistic approach aims to ensure that every inmate experiences
quality end-of-life care, a right that should be afforded to all,
regardless of their past actions.

A New Era in End-of-Life Care

With nearly 7,000 inmates dying each year in U.S. prisons, often
from terminal illnesses or suicide, the critical need for improved
end-of-life care has never been clearer. Open to Hope
highlights the stark realities of this situation: in a system
housing approximately 1.9 million individuals, a mere fraction
receive adequate resources for a proper farewell. While hospice
programs began to take root in prisons back in 1993, they
remain limited and face substantial obstacles, including
insufficient funding and legislative hurdles. Currently, only 75 of
the 4,575 prisons in the U.S. have operational hospice services.

Inmates receiving hospice care have, in many cases, been
abandoned by the healthcare system, where improvements
have typically focused more on physical ailments than on the
emotional and psychological needs of dying individuals.
Legislative efforts aimed at improving healthcare for inmates
are underway, but uncertainty still looms over fundamental
changes that could make a difference.

Empowering Through Peer Support

The process of end-of-life care in prisons can also benefit from
involving inmate volunteers, as noted by PMC. Programs like
the Louisiana State Penitentiary’s Prison Hospice Program
employ a peer-care model wherein knowledgeable inmate
volunteers lend their support to those at the end of their life.
This not only allows for better care but also instills a sense of
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purpose among volunteers, who undergo extensive training to
provide emotional and physical assistance to their fellow
inmates.

Such initiatives enhance not just the quality of care but also
foster a culture of learning and teamwork among the
incarcerated population and prison staff. The process of
mentoring new volunteers strengthens bonds within the prison
community, creating a unique environment where personal
growth occurs even in the face of tragedy. Inmate volunteers
often report transformative experiences as they learn to provide
comfort and companionship, allowing dying inmates to retain
some sense of dignity as they approach the end.

As the Leon County program takes root, it stands as a powerful
example of how correctional facilities can embrace a more
humane approach to the complex issues surrounding healthcare
in prisons. The goal here is to ensure that all inmates, regardless
of their past, can experience a compassionate and dignified
goodbye—providing a foundation for a future where
rehabilitation takes precedence over punishment. With the right
support and resources, there truly is something to be said for
this shift towards embracing humanity within the walls of our
prisons.
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