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35-Year Mystery Unraveled: DNA Finally
Identifies Murdered Mother in IL!

Madison County solves the cold case of Wynona Michel,
identified 35 years after her tragic disappearance and

murder.

Lebanon Road and Troy-O&#039;Fallon Road, Troy,
Illinois, USA - Wynona Michel, known to many as Wendy, has
taken a significant step from the shadows of history into the
light of recognition after 35 long years. She disappeared in 1990
following a visit to her children at a shopping mall in
Washington, D.C. Tragically, her body was discovered weeks
later, on July 20, in a farmer’s field south of Troy, Illinois. The
shocking circumstances surrounding her death—a body found
nude, bearing multiple stab wounds and nearly decapitated—left
many questions unanswered. As details surrounding her case
unfolded, Malcolm County authorities have finally identified her
using groundbreaking genetic genealogy techniques, a
significant advancement in addressing cold cases examined by 



St. Louis Today. 

For decades, Wynona’s identity remained a mystery, one of the
last Jane Does in Madison County. Born in California and raised
in Nashville, she had moved to Florida during her teenage years.
In April 1990, at just 30 years old, she returned to Nashville to
drop off her children with a brother before vanishing. Her body
was discovered near Lebanon Road and Troy-O’Fallon Road,
alongside a pink „Florida“ T-shirt and a pair of underwear.
Initially, investigators could not determine whether she had
been sexually assaulted, although it was confirmed she had
given birth at least once.

Uncovering the Past

Her remains were buried as a Jane Doe on August 15, 1990. The
case saw some activity in September 1990 when a clay
reconstruction of her face generated a lead, but it quickly went
cold. Fast forward to 2023, the case was revisited, marking a
renewed effort from law enforcement to finally bring closure to
Wynona’s family. Utilizing DNA evidence from a Texas
lab—Othram—the authorities successfully identified her,
revealing a tragic family history that had been shrouded in
mystery for decades.

Family members, unaware of Michel’s murder, believed she had
chosen to cut off communication voluntarily. This devastating
revelation hit her older half-brother hard, who described her as
having „a good heart.“ The tragedy doesn’t end with the
discovery of her identity; now, authorities are actively seeking
the public’s assistance in identifying her killer. The hope is that
someone may hold information that could lead to justice for
Wynona and her family.

Advancements in DNA Technology

The story of Wynona Michel is just one among many cold cases
that have found resolution through recent advancements in DNA

https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/crime-courts/article_6e2c2254-ef95-48e0-808b-11fe1b377a72.html


technology. As highlighted in ABC News, cold cases like that of
Cathy Swartz and even older unsolved homicides are being
reinvestigated using cutting-edge forensic techniques. Swartz’s
murder remained a mystery for over three decades before
Othram’s forensic lab helped pinpoint the killer using advanced
DNA analysis, leading to an arrest in 2023.

One might also recall the haunting 1956 double homicide
involving Lloyd Duane Bogle and Patricia Kalitzke. This case,
riddled with obscurity for over 60 years, was met with a
breakthrough thanks to modern DNA technology and the
relentless work of Detective Sgt. Jon Kadner, as noted by NPR.
The use of genetic genealogy not only provided closure to the
victims‘ families but also offers a glimmer of hope that even the
oldest cases could soon be resolved.

So, what’s going on in the world of cold cases? The rise of DNA
technology means that authorities are now better equipped than
ever to investigate their most daunting puzzles. With cases like
Wynona’s being solved, the important question remains: who
will be next to receive the justice they deserve? As communities
rally around these stories and technologies, there’s plenty to be
said for this innovative approach to justice that marks a new era
in crime-solving.
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