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College Basketball Transfer Rankings:
St. John&#039;s Takes the Lead!

Explore the latest on NCAA basketball transfer rankings for
2025-26, highlighting key player moves and implications.

Lee, Country - As college basketball continues to evolve, the
advent of the transfer portal has opened up new avenues for
athletes looking to find their place on the court. Today, the
NCAA introduced transfer class rankings, a move that reflects
the growing importance of transfers within the sport. High-major
programs are recognizing the value of seasoned players, often
opting for experienced transfers over fresh high school talent.
This shift complicates the ranking process, especially as first-
year coaches frequently bring in multiple transfers to bolster
their rosters. ESPN reports that St. John’s has captured the
top spot in these transfer class rankings, led by the well-known
coach Rick Pitino.

https://www.espn.com.sg/mens-college-basketball/story/_/id/45465495/ncaa-basketball-transfer-portal-class-rankings-2025-26


St. John’s benefits from notable transfers such as Bryce Hopkins,
who averaged 17.0 points per game at Providence, and Oziyah
Sellers, who added 13.7 PPG at Stanford. A third key addition is
Ian Jackson from North Carolina, who scored 11.9 PPG last
season. Meanwhile, other colleges are making significant moves
to enhance their rosters as well. Kentucky, under coach Mark
Pope, welcomed five top-100 transfers, including Jayden
Quaintance, though concerns about his health may impact their
overall ranking. Michigan’s Dusty May is not far behind,
recruiting Danny Wolf and standout Yaxel Lendeborg, who
averaged 17.7 PPG at UAB.

Recruiting Strategies

Coaches around the country are leaning heavily on the transfer
portal for roster upgrades. Florida’s Pat Kelsey has brought in
impressive talent with transfers like Xaivian Lee, who averaged
16.9 PPG at Princeton, and Boogie Fland, who scored 13.5 PPG
at Arkansas. Washington’s Danny Sprinkle, too, is keen on
enhancing his team’s capabilities with transfers such as Wesley
Yates III and Quimari Peterson, who recorded 14.1 PPG at USC
and a remarkable 19.5 PPG at East Tennessee State,
respectively.

Indiana’s Darian DeVries is on a roster overhaul mission,
bringing in eight double-figure scorers among his incoming
transfers. There’s a lot of action at Oklahoma as well, where
Porter Moser successfully recruited four top-60 transfers,
including Nijel Pack, who had a solid 13.9 PPG at Miami.
Meanwhile, Eric Musselman continues to build a robust squad at
Arkansas, signing players like Rodney Rice, who scored 13.8 PPG
at Maryland.

The Transfer Portal’s Role

So, what does this all mean for the athletes themselves? The
NCAA’s introduction of the Transfer Portal has been a game-
changer. SportsGrid explains that this digital platform was

https://www.sportsgrid.com/ncaab/2025-college-basketball-transfer-portal-player-rankings


designed to help collegiate athletes navigate their transitions
between schools. Now, athletes can inform their current
institution’s sports department of their desire to transfer, and
once registered, their profiles become visible to all NCAA
member institutions.

The transparency and freedom of the Transfer Portal empower
athletes to seek out the best opportunities for their academic
and athletic careers without needing approval from their current
schools. However, it’s important to note that entering the portal
does not guarantee success or immediate eligibility; players still
must adhere to NCAA regulations to ensure a smooth transition.
Considering the impact on scholarships is crucial, as financial aid
is not guaranteed once a player enters the portal.

The mutual selection process involved in transferring allows
institutions to make offers based on the athletes‘ interests.
Ultimately, the portal has emerged as a vital resource for
coaches, enabling them to recruit effectively and build
competitive teams.

As we look forward to the upcoming season, it will be fascinating
to see how these college basketball programs leverage the
transfer portal to strengthen their squads and refine their
strategies. There’s no denying that the landscape of college
basketball is changing, and the transfer portal is at the heart of
it.
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