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Invasive Iguanas Invade Lee County
Parks: What You Need to Know!

Green iguanas are increasingly invading Lee County parks,
causing environmental concerns and infrastructure

damage.

Lee County, Florida, USA - In recent months, Lee County has
seen a concerning uptick in the presence of green iguanas in its
beloved parks and preserves. As reported by News-Press,
these invasive lizards are making notable appearances in areas
like Lakes Park, the San Carlos Bay/Bunche Beach Preserve, and
the iconic Sanibel Lighthouse. Their growing populations are
raising alarms among local residents and conservationists alike.

These green iguanas can stretch up to five feet long, flaunting
their vibrant green color and distinctive spikes along their necks
and backs. While they may look majestic, they come with their
own set of challenges. Iguanas are notorious for burrowing,
which can lead to significant infrastructure damage—think

https://www.news-press.com/story/news/environment/2025/07/15/iguanas-showing-up-at-some-of-lee-countys-most-cherished-parks/84509934007/


eroded sidewalks, weakened foundations, and compromised
seawalls. It’s a double-edged sword for Florida residents who
cherish their natural environments and well-kept parks.

Impact on Local Ecosystems

One of the more troubling aspects of the green iguana invasion
is their diet. Though they primarily indulge in a vegetarian menu
that includes fruits and native plants, they have been known to
impact local wildlife. Concerns have emerged regarding their
potential to munch on bird eggs and disturb nesting colonies;
however, their main food sources remain nicker bean, firebush,
jasmine, roses, and various culinary greens. This eating habit
not only affects the flora but could ripple through the local fauna
as well.

The iguana population in Florida was first recorded back in the
1960s, particularly in Hialeah, and they’ve thrived in the state’s
warm climate and urban settings. According to Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission, they have adapted
well to our peculiar environments, often using man-made canals
as highways to explore new territories.

Managing Disruptive Guests

The Lee County staff has been actively monitoring exotic
species, with consultation from the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission (FWC) to develop effective mitigation
strategies. Notably, hunting iguanas is allowed without a permit
in Florida, giving residents a means to manage the population.
This allows for a somewhat democratic approach to dealing with
these unwelcome guests, enabling people to act based on their
unique circumstances.

In addition, the FWC has implemented new regulations labeling
green iguanas as prohibited species as of April 29, 2021. This
move aims to curtail their spread and includes a grace period for
pet owners who need to comply with the new rules. For those

https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/profiles/reptiles/lizards/green-iguana/
https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/profiles/reptiles/lizards/green-iguana/


who have grown weary of the iguanas, there’s also the Exotic
Pet Amnesty Program, allowing people to surrender unwanted
exotic pets without penalty.

Intriguing Characteristics

What might pique your interest further is the iguanas‘ striking
physical features. They are typically green but can showcase
shades of brown or black, and even orange or pink at certain
times of the year. Their impressive size and coloration, along
with their formidable spines, make them a notable presence
anywhere they gather. A mature male, boasting larger jowls and
throat fans, uses these to assert dominance or attract mates.
This fascinating life cycle includes nesting habits where females
excavate extensive tunnel systems for their eggs, laying
between 14 to 76 eggs per clutch.

Despite their imposing size and colorful appearance, green
iguanas reportedly do not pose a significant threat to larger
native wildlife, such as alligators and panthers. Nonetheless,
they are decidedly a nuisance to human infrastructure, causing
headaches in both urban and natural settings. These lizards lend
a captivating but complicated allure to Florida’s unique
ecosystem, leaving many residents pondering, „Is it worth
having them around?“

As the conversation around nonnative species continues, it’s
essential to stay informed and engaged. Whether they’re a
continuing source of amusement or annoyance, it seems there’s
no escaping the green iguana’s grasp on Lee County. Local
authorities and residents alike must navigate this ongoing
situation carefully, balancing the charm of our natural parks with
the realities of invasive species.
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