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Local Church Empowers Scholars with
Major Scholarships in Nassau County!

Rev. Kalvin R. Thompson celebrates scholarship success for
African American students in Nassau County, fostering

academic excellence and opportunity.

Yulee, Nassau County, Florida, USA - In an inspiring display
of educational support, Rev. Kalvin R. Thompson, formerly of
Hilliard Middle-Senior High School, is making waves in Nassau
County. Initially convinced that his only route to college lay
through sports, it was a friend’s guidance that opened the door
to academic achievement for him. Thompson graduated as the
salutatorian of his class and secured a four-year academic
scholarship to the University of Florida. Now the pastor of Impact
Your World Church Inc. in Yulee, Thompson is passionately
committed to helping students secure scholarships, paving the
way for future generations.

On June 8, Thompson’s church awarded the prestigious George



E. Thompson Academic and Achievement Scholarships for two
consecutive years to the top two African-American students in
the Nassau County School District. This year, the recipients were
Celine Victoria Joinville and Hadleigh McKinley White, who
exemplified academic excellence as they prepared to graduate
from high school.

A New Chapter for Scholarship Recipients

Celine Victoria Joinville, who graduated from Yulee High School,
received a $2,500 scholarship. She will embark on her college
journey at the University of South Florida, where she plans to
major in biology on the pre-med track. Hadleigh McKinley White
from Fernandina Beach High School was awarded the
Achievement Scholarship of $2,000, and she will be attending
the University of Central Florida to study biomedical sciences,
also focusing on pre-med. These awards not only alleviate some
financial burdens but also recognize their hard work and
dedication in their academic pursuits.

The church’s scholarship program is set to expand, adding a
scholarship for the top African-American student from each high
school next year, further emphasizing the importance of
providing support for academic excellence in the community.

Scholarships for a Brighter Future

Despite the challenges that lie ahead, securing funding for
education is a hurdle that many students face, particularly
African American students. As highlighted by College Grant Hub,
numerous scholarships are designed specifically for this
demographic, aimed at lessening financial burdens and
recognizing their achievements. From the Gates Millennium
Scholars Program to the Ron Brown Scholar Program, the
opportunities are plentiful. Many organizations prioritize
diversity and inclusion, creating pathways for future leaders to
emerge.



Some notable scholarships for African American students
include:

Gates Millennium Scholars Program: Covers unmet
financial need for undergraduate degrees.
United Negro College Fund (UNCF) Scholarships:
Supports students at historically Black colleges and
universities.
Jackie Robinson Foundation Scholarship: Provides
scholarships and mentorship to minority students.
NAACP Scholarship Program: Offers various
scholarships recognizing academic and community
service achievements.
Thurgood Marshall College Fund Scholarships:
Assists students attending HBCUs.

To increase chances of landing these scholarships, students can
follow a few essential tips: research thoroughly, prepare
documentation well, tailor applications to meet each
scholarship’s criteria, and stay organized with deadlines. The
process may seem daunting, but persistence pays off. Crafting a
compelling personal statement can set an applicant apart in a
pool of candidates. And crucially, applying for multiple
scholarships simultaneously can increase opportunities for
financial support.

The rewards extend beyond just financial assistance.
Scholarships often facilitate connections with organizations that
value diversity and inclusivity, opening doors for enriching
experiences and networks. As we celebrate the achievements of
young scholars in Nassau County, let’s remember the power of
guidance, support, and the pursuit of education in transforming
lives.

For further details on Thompson’s scholarship efforts, Nassau
County Record reports on the impact being made in the
community. To discover various scholarships available to African
American students and tips for applying, visit College Grant

https://www.nassaucountyrecord.com/local-newsletter/church-awards-scholars
https://www.nassaucountyrecord.com/local-newsletter/church-awards-scholars
https://collegegranthub.com/blog/15-scholarships-for-african-american-students/
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