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Historic SS United States to Transform
into World’s Largest Reef!

Okaloosa County prepares for the SS United States to
become the world&#039;s largest artificial reef, enhancing
marine life off Destin, Florida.

Destin, Florida, USA - The iconic SS United States is
embarking on a transformative journey from its long-time dock
in Philadelphia to become the world’s largest artificial reef off
the coast of Destin—-Fort Walton Beach, Florida. This famed
990-foot liner, once the envy of the seas, is set to make
maritime history. Having held the transatlantic speed record
since 1952, its transition represents not just a revival of a
storied vessel but also a significant contribution to marine
ecosystems.

On March 3, 2025, the ship arrived in Mobile, Alabama, where
workers are currently salvaging valuable items and removing
toxic substances like old paint and residual fuel. This cleanup



process is slated to continue throughout 2025 as preparations
take place for its eventual sinking, which will occur
approximately 20 nautical miles from Destin’s East Pass in
waters about 180 feet deep Dogonews reports.

Turning the Tide for Marine Life

The SS United States is more than just a relic; it’s poised to
become a critical habitat for marine species in an area known
for its extensive artificial reef system, which has over 560 sites
established since 1976. Artificial reefs like this are invaluable,
not only providing sanctuary for aquatic life but also becoming
magnets for diving and snorkeling enthusiasts Get the Coast
highlights.

This project has been increasingly amplified by media coverage,
valued at over $241 million since October 1, 2024, showcasing
the project’s potential and stirring public interest. The economic
impact of the initiative is expected to generate over $3 million
annually, driven by tourism and diving activities, similar to the
success seen with the USS Oriskany Scubaverse indicates.

This ambitious endeavor began about two-and-a-half years ago
when Okaloosa County Natural Resources Chief Alex Fogg
engaged with the SS United States Conservancy. The legal
proceedings surrounding the ship’s original docking prompted
the decision to vacate its Philadelphia pier. The settlement
allowed the county to purchase the vessel, culminating in a total
project cost of approximately $10.1 million, which includes the
vessel purchase, museum funding, and preparation costs.

A Legacy Preserved and Promoted

In a unique twist, the project will also feature a land-based
museum in Okaloosa County, intended to preserve the ship’s
rich history and promote awareness about marine conservation.
This museum will showcase artifacts, including one of the ship’s
funnels and its anchor, pulling visitors into the epic saga of the


http://www.dogonews.com/2025/6/27/famed-us-ship-set-to-become-the-worlds-largest-artificial-reef
https://www.getthecoast.com/the-road-ahead-inside-the-year-long-transformation-of-ss-united-states-into-worlds-largest-artificial-reef/
https://www.scubaverse.com/iconic-ss-united-states-to-become-the-worlds-largest-artificial-reef/

SS United States. The conservancy plans to create a state-of-the-
art exhibit that reflects the grandeur of the ship’s history,
possibly even recreating some of its luxurious interior spaces
Get the Coast notes.

The ship’s journey marks the end of an era; having served from
1952 to 1969, it hosted four U.S. presidents and countless
celebrities. After being decommissioned, it was docked in
Philadelphia, where it languished until efforts to save it took
flight. While some might see its sinking as an end, it’s clear that
the SS United States will live on—transforming into a vital part of
the marine ecosystem while inspiring future generations with its
storied past.
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