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Nathan Boyles Triumphs in Florida
House District 3 Special Election!

Nathan Boyles wins Florida House District 3 special
election, securing 66% of votes. Low turnout in Okaloosa

and Santa Rosa counties.

Okaloosa County, Florida, USA - Nathan Boyles has claimed
victory in the special election for Florida House District 3, held
on June 10, 2025. The Republican candidate garnered 8,175
votes, which translates to a commanding 66% of the total votes
cast, defeating his Democratic opponent, Dondre Wise, who
secured 4,013 votes or 34% of the electorate. This win marks a
significant achievement for Boyles, especially considering the
vacant seat was created after former representative Joel
Rudman resigned to pursue a congressional campaign.

The district includes all of Santa Rosa County, excluding Gulf
Breeze and Navarre Beach, and reaches into parts of North
Okaloosa. Notably, in Santa Rosa County itself, Boyles received



6,756 votes (66%), while Wise managed 3,438 votes (34%). In
the adjacent Okaloosa County, Boyles performed exceptionally
well, earning 1,419 votes (71%) compared to Wise’s 575 votes
(29%) PNJ reports.

Voter Turnout and Campaign Strategies

Despite the positive outcome for Boyles, voter turnout in both
counties was notably low, with only 8.6% of registered voters in
Santa Rosa County and 8.9% in Okaloosa County participating in
the election. Boyles himself attributed this lack of engagement
to „voter fatigue“ following a recent election cycle WUWF
highlights.

Boyles, who has previously served three terms as a county
commissioner, emphasized during his campaign that his
experience in prioritizing infrastructure and maintaining low
taxes were integral themes. As a business owner running Adams
Sanitation, he has become a known figure in Santa Rosa County,
where he claims to serve nearly 30,000 families across
Northwest Florida. His campaign resonated with voters seeking
representation focused on border security, affordability, veteran
support, and a commitment to parental and constitutional rights.

The Significance of the Win

Boyles will officially take his seat on June 16, just in time to
participate in the overtime period of the ongoing 2025
Legislative session. The Republican Party of Florida, alongside
other GOP groups, celebrated his electoral success on social
media platforms, viewing it as a win not just for Boyles, but for
the Republican agenda in a district they consider crucial.

In contrast, Wise, who was unopposed in the Democratic
primary, aimed to raise awareness about the election process
and connect with the electorate after recently moving to
Navarre. With his ambitions stymied by Boyles’s robust
campaign, it remains to be seen how the Democratic party will
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respond moving forward The New York Times provides
context about current electoral trends and the challenges faced
by Democrats in similar races.

This special election serves as a reminder of the dynamics in
Florida’s political landscape, reflecting broader trends in voter
engagement and party representation. As residents of District 3
look towards their new representative, the focus will
undoubtedly shift to how Boyles translates his campaign
promises into actionable results. After all, as they say, ‚there’s
something to be said for delivering on expectations.‘
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