12. Juni 2025

Okaloosa County Celebrates Women
Veterans with Statues and Stories

Okaloosa County honors Women Veterans Day on June 12,
celebrating female military contributions and unveiling new
statues.

Okaloosa County, Florida, USA - In Okaloosa County, Florida,
the importance of Women Veterans Day was celebrated on June
12, 2025, with heartfelt ceremonies and renewed recognition of
the roles women have played in the military. For three
consecutive years, this day has been dedicated to honoring
those who served, a tribute inspired by the historic Women’s
Armed Service Integration Act, signed into law by President
Truman in 1948. This monumental legislation opened the doors
for women to serve as regular members of the United States
Armed Forces, something that was long overdue.

Senior Airman Charlotte Eschmann, who proudly served in the
Air Force from 1973 to 1977, shared her experiences during a



ceremony that featured not only speeches but also the unveiling
of two new statues. One statue pays homage to Captain Linda
Bray, who made headlines in 1989 for her courageous
leadership during a firefight in Panama, earning a bronze star.
The other commemorates Florence Ebersole Smith Finch, who
bravely smuggled supplies to POWs during World War Il. These
statues join fourteen others that dot Veterans Park, each
representing the rich history and contributions of women
veterans.

Women’s Contributions Through History

Women Veterans Day is not just a local celebration; it resonates
on a national level. While it remains unheard of as a federally
recognized holiday, several states, including Kentucky and
South Carolina, have taken steps to proclaim its significance.
Texas was notably the first state to officially recognize Women
Veterans Day in 2017. As Military.com notes, this annual
observance falls on June 12 to acknowledge the 70th
anniversary of the Women’s Armed Services Integration Act,
marking a pivotal change in military history.

Interestingly, before the enactment of this law, women found
themselves mainly restricted to temporary roles, often only
serving as nurses. Yet their involvement in military history goes
back much further. Women have answered the call to serve
since before the foundations of America were set, some even
disguising themselves as men during the Civil War to fight for
their beliefs. Over the decades, the contributions of these brave
women have only expanded, allowing them to take on
increasingly significant roles within the armed forces.

Reflecting on Service and Legacy

The rich legacy of service from women in the military deserves
recognition and appreciation. As highlighted in numerous
accounts, including those from Enlightened Women, nearly
every role in the armed forces is now available to women. This


https://enlightenedwomen.org/a-legacy-of-service-honoring-women-in-the-armed-forces/

transformation has been significant, allowing women to serve in
combat, lead military units, and engage in roles traditionally
reserved for men.

Eschmann took the time to reflect on her own journey, indicating
the pride she felt while serving in aircraft maintenance during a
time when women’s presence in that field was scarce. Vice
Chairman Carolyn Ketchel echoed this sentiment, emphasizing
the need to keep alive the stories of these women and their
contributions that have shaped U.S. military history. With each
wreath laid and story shared, Okaloosa County is nurturing an
environment where the achievements of women veterans are
brought into the light.

It is more than just a day for remembrance; it’s a testament to
the resilience and pioneering spirit of our women veterans, who
juggle their military commitments alongside family and
community responsibilities—a balancing act that remains
commendable. Their legacy continues, inspiring future
generations to break down barriers and normalize women’s roles
in all walks of life.

The contributions of female veterans should never be
understated and should garner the respect and acknowledgment
they rightfully deserve. This Women Veterans Day serves as a
reminder that their stories are integral to our collective history.
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