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Florida State&#039;s Recruiting Woes:
Can Norvell Turn the Tide?

Explore Florida State football&#039;s recruiting challenges
in 2025 as the program seeks to enhance performance and

attract top talent.

Tampa, Florida, USA - According to Chop Chat, the Florida
State Seminoles football team is facing mounting pressure as
they rank outside the top 20 in the 2026 recruiting cycle. After a
dismal 2-10 record last season, fans are itching for signs of
improvement on the recruiting front. There’s a consensus that if
the Noles are to compete with elite programs, they need to
ramp up their high school recruiting efforts. Coach Mike
Norvell’s track record has been inconsistent in this area, leading
many to feel that the coaching staff might lean too heavily on
the transfer portal to bridge the gap.

With a win total set at 7.5 for the upcoming season, there’s a
sense of urgency. Recently, several highly-touted prospects
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made visits to Florida State’s campus, fueling some hope.
Notably, three-star defensive tackle/defensive end Wihtlley
Cadeau has already committed, while four-star wide receiver
Brandon Bennett is expected to follow suit soon. However, the
loss of four-star offensive tackle Johnnie Jones, who opted for
UCLA after visiting FSU, highlights a troubling trend. Jones is
considered the No. 8 offensive tackle in the 2026 On300
rankings, and his commitment has left fans concerned about
Florida State’s ability to attract talent, particularly from the
Tampa area where they have struggled in the past.

Recruitment Woes

The recruiting challenges for Florida State extend beyond the
loss of individual prospects. As pointed out by 247Sports, the
program’s recruiting under Norvell has been historically subpar,
leaving them in a tough spot in direct comparison to rivals like
Miami and Florida. The current levels of recruitment are more in
line with schools like Missouri and Mississippi State, rather than
the powerhouses.

Norvell has to significantly improve prep recruiting if he aims to
resurrect the program’s past successes, particularly the
momentum built during the successful 2022 season. Critics say
he hasn’t managed to capitalize on that success in terms of
securing high school recruits and NIL commitments. The ongoing
challenges are compounded by the necessity for a strong sales
pitch to attract top-tier talent, especially as the current
recruiting climate is less than ideal. 

Interestingly, the trends being observed may not necessarily
indicate how things will pan out on signing day or during the
Early Signing Period. There’s a heavy focus now on identifying
key battles for acquiring high-quality recruits, particularly those
with “Platinum Chip” status—meaning they have a composite
grade of 94 or above.

Looking Ahead
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As we look to the future, it’s crucial for Florida State to not just
secure commitments, but to establish a solid reputation that
lures in the best prospects. The gatekeepers of program success
know there’s much work to be done to restore FSU’s prominence
on the football field. With three-star offensive tackles like Xavier
Payne and Michael Ionata already in the fold, the goal of landing
at least four offensive linemen remains in sight, though
Syracuse is also in the mix for Payne.

As Florida State grapples with these recruitment dynamics, fans
are left wondering if Norvell has what it takes to foster a
magnetic environment for recruits. Will the Noles turn it around
and become a beacon for talent? Only time will tell, but there’s
clearly a lot riding on their ability to adapt and recover. 

With everything in play, it feels like the winds of change could
either blow in favor of the Noles or leave them further adrift in
the competitive ocean of college football recruiting.
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