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Hockey Fever: Florida Panthers Ignite
Passion in Local Fans

Explore the rise of hockey in Florida, highlighted by Jay
Delgado&#039;s iconic rink, local team successes, and

growing fan enthusiasm.

Sunrise, Florida, USA - In recent years, hockey has surged in
popularity across southern Florida, a trend that has captured the
hearts of local residents and transformed the sports culture in
the state. With local teams making their mark, particularly the
Florida Panthers, the landscape of hockey in Broward County is
more vibrant than ever. According to City News Edmonton,
Florida has seen heightened interest in hockey, with teams
reaching the Stanley Cup Finals multiple times, contributing to
an invigorated fanbase.

At the helm of this hockey renaissance is Jay Delgado, owner of
the Pines Ice Arena in Pembroke Pines. With nearly three
decades of experience, Delgado recalls when there were only
three ice rinks from West Palm to Miami. Now, his facility is a
hotspot for aspiring young players. He notes, “The success of
local teams has awakened interest in hockey,” marking a sharp
rise in participation and engagement among youth. On game
days, it’s common to see kids donning Panthers jerseys outside
Amerant Bank Arena in Sunrise, emblematic of this newfound
enthusiasm.

Local Heroes and Rising Enthusiasm

As the Panthers compete against the Edmonton Oilers in their
third consecutive Stanley Cup Final, local fans are rallying with

https://edmonton.citynews.ca/2025/06/12/hockey-popularity-southern-florida-stanley-cup/


unprecedented fervor. Just ask Christian Home, a dedicated
Panthers supporter who made sure to arrive early at Funky
Buddha Brewery for a watch party of Game 3. „I became a fan
after attending a game at Amerant Bank Arena three years
ago,“ he explains. Home’s story echoes that of many fans who
are now turning out in droves to support their team. The
Panthers’ success has certainly translated into a growing
fanbase in Broward County, with attendance at local watch
parties seeing a significant spike during the playoffs.

Historical context is vital here—the Panthers, who debuted in
1993 and reached the Stanley Cup Final in 1996, faced a long
struggle with fan engagement until their recent achievements.
As WLRN reports, tickets once often had to be given away for
free due to low attendance, but that’s a far cry from today’s
nearly $500 tickets for Stanley Cup Final games. This
remarkable turnaround highlights the connection between
winning and increased local support.

The Greater Context of Hockey in Florida

The growth of hockey is not limited to the Panthers; the Tampa
Bay Lightning’s successes have paved the way as well, making
Florida a formidable region in the NHL landscape. The Lightning
have clinched the NHL Eastern Conference title for six straight
years, raising the profile of the sport significantly. NHL
Commissioner Gary Bettman has even termed Florida a „hockey
hotbed,“ affirming its place in the broader hockey narrative.
Delgado’s rink, along with others, continues to do a good deal
for the sport’s grassroots development.

For young fans like Ryan Rocknowski, the impact of this hockey
boom is palpable. After attending a game, Ryan, once indifferent
to hockey, is now more interested in the sport than football,
showcasing a shift that many parents are noticing. His father,
John Rocknowski, reflects on how hockey has become a key
element of their family’s pastime. Ryan’s evolving interests
signify a broader trend among young children in Florida, tying
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them closer to the sport’s future.

Amidst the excitement surrounding this Stanley Cup Final, the
NHL is also looking to engage local fans further by hosting a
Winter Classic game outdoors at Marlins Park in January. This
move is sure to draw even more fans into the fold as the league
pushes to expand its footprint in the Sunshine State.

As we gear up for Game 4 on June 12 in Sunrise, one thing is
clear: there’s something to be said for the power of local teams
to ignite passion, elevate interest, and unify a community. With
the Panthers leading the series against the Oilers, fans await
what promises to be a thrilling continuation of this
transformative hockey journey in Florida.

For more on the logo and branding of the Florida Panthers, visit 
Free Logo Vectors.
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