
28. Juni 2025

Miami Seaquarium Faces Shutdown
Amid Dolphin Welfare Scandal

Explore the challenges facing Florida&#039;s Miami
Seaquarium and Gulf World Marine Park as legal and

financial troubles unfold amidst animal welfare concerns.

Gulf World Marine Park, Florida, USA - The troubles at
Florida’s marine parks seem to be piling up like the summer
heat. The Dolphin Company, which owns the Miami Seaquarium,
is currently embroiled in a series of challenges that not only
threaten its existence but raise serious questions about animal
welfare within its facilities. As the company faces daily fines and
a cloud of controversy, the future of Miami Seaquarium looks
increasingly dim.

Recently, the CEO of The Dolphin Company, Eduardo Albor, has
found himself in hot water, facing a daily fine of $10,000 as a
result of sanctions imposed by a U.S. bankruptcy judge. This
situation has spiraled since the company filed for bankruptcy



protection earlier this year, amidst allegations of
mismanagement and obstruction of company operations. Just to
keep the lights on, a group of lenders has stepped in with $10
million in emergency funds. But will that be enough?

Ongoing Investigations and Animal Welfare
Concerns

The Miami Seaquarium is not the only property under scrutiny.
Gulf World Marine Park is also in the spotlight, having filed for
bankruptcy amid a federal investigation linked to multiple
dolphin deaths. Reports reveal that four dolphins have died
since October 2024, and there’s been troubling drone footage
that shows these creatures confined in small, murky pools.
Public outrage over these conditions led the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) to intervene, only to be
met with resistance from park staff, who denied access for
wellness checks on the dolphin enclosures.

Florida’s Attorney General James Uthmeier had to step in,
authorizing a search warrant to ensure that the FWC could
conduct its inspection. It’s clear there’s concern bubbling
beneath the surface—or rather, swimming in shallow
waters—over the conditions in which these dolphins are kept.
The question on everyone’s lips is: what measures are being
taken to ensure their safety?

As the Dolphin Company juggles its legal battles, the Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission has also been actively
working on relocating the remaining dolphins from Gulf World to
safer environments. State Senator Jay Trumbull has called for
immediate action, urging that all dolphins be removed from the
facility, citing distressing conditions that can no longer be
ignored.

Legal Troubles Mounting



Adding to the complexity, federal inspections of Miami
Seaquarium have uncovered multiple violations, such as
unsanitary animal enclosures and even a dolphin found with a
nail lodged in its throat. The facility, which lost its certification
from the American Humane Association in early 2024, is
currently embroiled in a legal dispute with Miami-Dade County
over a terminated lease agreement, yet remains operational.

The looming uncertainty casts a shadow over all Dolphin
Company properties, with a new management team now
requesting court approval to sell several attractions. Among
these is Gulf World Marine Park, which has been closed since
May. And while a judge has authorized $18 million in loans for
operational expenses, time is ticking and the diminishing
interest from potential buyers raises alarms.

Compounding the issue, NOAA Fisheries, dedicated to the
scientific understanding of marine mammal populations, points
out the need for better conservation practices. The monitoring of
marine mammal health, efforts at reducing bycatch, and
assessing the impacts of human activities have never been
more crucial. It’s a complex process but one that needs to
happen; after all, marine mammals deserve our attention and
protection.

The state of these parks reveals just how much is at stake—not
just for the livelihoods dependent on them but, more
importantly, for the well-being of the marine animals that reside
within. As the Dolphin Company remains mired in controversy,
one can only hope that swift and meaningful action will be taken
to safeguard the future of these beloved creatures.
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