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New Leader for Gilchrist: David Biddle
Takes School Board Seat

David Biddle appointed to Gilchrist County School Board by
Gov. Ron DeSantis, promising service to students and

community.

Gilchrist County, Florida, USA - The sun shines brightly over
Gilchrist County as a new chapter unfolds for the local school
board. Recently appointed by Governor Ron DeSantis, David
Biddle is stepping into the proverbial shoes left by former School
Board member Christie McElroy, who resigned to take on the
role of Assistant Superintendent. With Biddle’s appointment
finalized, residents are keen to see how his background in local
politics will influence the district’s future.

David Biddle comes to the Gilchrist County School Board armed
with substantial experience; he has previously chaired the
Gilchrist County Republican Party and served on the North
Central Florida Regional Planning Council. This council oversees



public projects across a number of counties, including our own.
He has expressed a commitment to serve the students, faculty,
and taxpayers of Gilchrist County, promising to bring a focus on
traditional conservative values during his term.

District Overview

The Gilchrist County School District, home to roughly 2,839
students across its seven schools, is undoubtedly looking for
stability and progress. The School Board consists of five
members, each serving a term of four years. Dean Lancaster
currently chairs the board, and with Biddle now joining, there is
hope for a refreshed approach to governance.

As we look at the district’s budget from 2020-2021, there’s
much to consider. The total revenue was approximately $32.54
million, supported predominantly by state funding at 60%,
followed by local sources at 22% and federal contributions at
18%. However, expenditures slightly outpaced revenue, totaling
around $33.26 million, highlighting a need for careful financial
management.

Academic Performance and Future
Prospects

While the financials are crucial, the heart of the matter lies in
the academic performance of our students. Over the years, the
proficiency levels for students at or above grade level have
shown fluctuations. For instance, in the 2020-2021 school year,
approximately 66% of students were deemed proficient.
Graduation rates also paint a picture of resilience in the face of
challenges, with figures for the last three years hovering
between 85-94%.

The challenges don’t end there; with an average student-
teacher ratio of 19.08, Biddle faces the pressing task of ensuring
that students receive the attention they need to flourish



academically. Staffing levels for the current year stand at
148.76 teachers, with supportive roles filled by instructional
aides and counselors ready to guide students along their
educational journey.

In closing, the appointment of David Biddle signifies more than
just a seat filled on the school board. It offers hope for a focused
effort in driving educational improvements and better
governance amidst the complexities of running a school district.
As Gilchrist County moves forward, there’s plenty to be said for
the collective effort of its leaders, educators, and, most
importantly, its students.
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